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Ke” into an high elogium and commendation 
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bim befote; the chief of the Þ — tf 24 
Verſ.g. What went ye ont for to ſue, r. 2 : 
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withotit ſpirits. '- Too much Ienity em- 2 hy 
boldens fin, anddoth but ſhave: che dead“ 3 
which deſerves to be cut off. i 
3. 1% ' defending. the Ianpoent, The 3 
Magiſtrate is the Ahlum, or r 
ſuge, for the oppreſſed tofly to. Charle - 
Duke of calabria, was fo in lovewint 
doing Juſtice; that he cauſed'h Bell to 
be hung at his Pulade gute which who” 
ſorver did rivg, was ſurè preſently to 
be admitted idto the Dufce's preſence or N 
have ſome Officers ſent out to hear ns 
cauſe. ' Ariſtie / was famous ſor his Ju- i 
| tice; of whom the Hiſtoria ſaith, he 
would never fayour auy mans cauſebe- 
cauſe he was his friend; dor do injuſtice. 
„to any becauſe he was his Enemy. Fhe 
Magiſttates daugaee is the oppreſſed BE: 
mals ſhield, - | 0-48 
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time ſhort, our Maſter urgent; we 
need therefore ſummon together all 
powers of our ſouls, and A | 
matter of Life and Death, that we k 
arrive at the Kingdom above; Lana F 
not only put ſorth diligence, but violence, | 
Yor the weng and clearing the 
1 Propoſitiop, I ſhall ſhew, 
„ 1, , .: 1, Whatyiolence is not meant here: 
: This wvglerce. ifthe textexcludes 1. An 
' ”” - 1gmorant Giolence 3 10 be violent for 
that which we do.notunderſtand, 4G: | 
17 23. 45 I paſſed &, and. bebeld your | 
> Doviotions,. I found an Altar with this In. | 
* ſeription, 'a9165y 043, To the wnknown Gad. 
[Theſe A4thenians were violent in their 
detotigu; but it might be ſaid to them, 
| * Chriſt ſaid tothe Woman of Samaria, 
Joh. 4. 224,17e worſhip ge know not what. 
Thus the Papiſts are violent in their 
Religion, witneſs their pennance, ſaſt- 4 
ing, dilacerating themſelves till the . 
blood comes, but it is 6 Zeal without 
Nnomleage: their Metal is better ch 
their Eye:light. When Aaron w., to, 
burn the Incenſe upon the Altar, he was... 
Won to light the lamp, Exod, . 
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reals incenſe ws, firſt he 


knowledge muſt be lig 
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which is kde Firſt, when one 


goes to lay violent hands upon himſelf. 


God hath put the Soul; we muſt not 
break Priſon, but ſtay till God by death 

lets us out. The Sentinel is not to _ | 
without leave from his Captain: 
muſt we dare to ſtir hence, without — | 
leave. Our Bodies are the Temples of: + 4 
the Holy Ghoſt, 1 cor. 6. 19. when we _ 
offer violence to them, we deſtro Gods 
Temple, The Lamp oſ liſe muſt burn fa 


oil tg feed it. 82 
$teondly, When one takes away the Es. 
life of another. There's too much ofthis 
violence now adays. No ſin hath a louder: | 

voice than blood, Gen.4.10. The voice of — 
thy Brothers Bload cried into we from the: om — 0 A 


that ſmites bis Neighbour ſecretly, Deut 3 

27-24. then he 1s double curſed that 

kills hiw. If a man had flain —_—_ NS 

© the Altar : but if he had dabe n 3 
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„ uber. cates for them, or Martyfs®, 
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him from mine ili ar th Be way die. Jau 
tg a man of blood, Ning | Solomors 
— tofivy him, though he caugbt 


Th: in Nen forte hygιαν Murderer 
was to be behiadvd, and gut inthe ſatae 
Goffin wit bich whom t Kid: Thus 
we ſer what Wolchce dhe Text ex. 
28; What violence is meant here zlit is 
a& Holy Vb This i twofoſd. 
3: We muſt; B lwiolent For the Truth, | 
Here: P#ate's arwih he moved, 
bat i Trathe? Truth is eithei the bleſ - 
ſed; Word 206 +God g>whiicly is called, 
exly0 15; drnteins, The W/t ruth: Or 


Trivity,: the doctrine of the Creativn,' 
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violent for, i not for Truth 7 Truth ĩ⸗ 5 
ancient.;) it's gray hairs may wake Ur e- 
nerabls; ĩt mes frum m who e "OA 
Ancient of dais. Truth is wn „ e 
is the: Star which leadsto Chriſt.” Huth 1 | 
is pure, Pſak119. 140% r ic pared co a. 7 
Sifver refined ſeven" bimes;, 2. 6. ul | 
There is not the leaſt ſpot fr CN. 
face; it breathes nothing but Tunctit 
Truth is #r/tywphint 5 it is like af 


dead, it keeps the field, and ſers oO 
Trophies of Victory i —— 


oppoſed, but never gute de u 5% % 
the ti time of Dioc leſiam, thibgs _— 858. F 
ſperate, Truth ranlow, ſoon after was 2 
the golden time ot roa, abi then . 
truth did again lift vp its head. When 
the Water in the Thames is laweſt?”s 8 
high / tide is ready to dome in. 684 iy 
on Trurh's fide; and ſo fong thete I ho 
fear but it will prevail: The Heavens be- 

or fire ſhalt be diſſolved," 2 Pet: 3. 12. 
wor that Trath which cate from 


Truth 


8 us by Reve- 

hy che word oftruth; Jaw. 
= As truth is the hreeder of grace, 
ſo che ſeeder oſ it, 1 75a, 4. 6. 


| 2 Tr. Truth ig: * Seal that leaves 


r of ita on Holineſs upon us 5 
oP... ho ſpeculuny and lavacrum, a Glaſs 

; ſnewus our blemiſhes, and 2 Laver 
24 wall them away. Truth makes ws 
Jree; John 8.3 1. it beats off the fetters 
„and puts us into aftate-of Son: 
Kr. Row 8. 11, and Kingſhip, Rev. 1. 6. 
ath is comfortings, this Wine cheers. 

Davids Harp and Viol could 
yield him no comfort, Truth did, #ſal. 
119 50. This js" my comfort: in my af- 


Trath is an «ntidote. againſt err Er- 
tous is the Adultery, of the Mind; it 
tains: the Soul, ad 7re«/on: doth the 
Exrour damns as well as Vice. 
A man way as well die by Poyſor; as 

Piſtol; and what can ſtave. 0 — 
but Truth? The reaſon ſo 5 
been ttapanned ima Extour, is; h 

11 either did not know, or apt" 


Faule, Jobs 17:27; SanTifie-them-by | 


flifion, for thy Ward bath quickned me. 


"4 


» Truth, and our Faith is Faney.” 
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be Truth. T4 never Cay entvugh ie 
the honour of Tun. Trath is bi , 
ths roand of our faith; it us a 
model of Religions erin us, 
— we are to believe: * Tabea. 


is the beſt flower in the Churches Crows: 

We have not a richer Jewel to truſt \ 
God with, than our Souls, nor wo 
Jewel to truſt us with, than 


Truth is Inſigne Homorts , an —＋ 
Honour ; it diſti 5 L 
falſe Church, as Sbaſtiry diſti 


a vertuous Woman from an Harlot. In 
ſhort, Truth is Ecclefie preſidinune , the 
. 5 a Nation: — 1 2 
it is laid, the Levites, Were 

enteſignani, the —— 
fſtrengibened the Kingdom. Truth 
bee compared to the Capitol of Roms, 
which -was a place of the greateſt \ 


ſtreogth : or the Tower of David, = 


which there bang a thou 

cant. 4.4. Our For Navies 40 
not ſo much Aas us as Tran. 
Trath is the beſt Ailitia of a Kingdom; 
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4; to contand us ĩn an Agony; : © 
delineredis the Saints, Jude 3. 
i * we may write 
Y I 5 cEpiraph 28 Tomb-ſtone, 
blog iſ dq antas. f 
7 b ck holy Tigleneois, w uhh yeare 
violent ſot Our on falvati 6. 1. 
Aa. ige all diligence ia makeyyour calling 
dau fiction ſare. The Greek ord 
„ gutes anxious corefulneſs; *.or.a 
2 ions heating ones thoughts about the 
=  duſiveſs-of Eternity; ſuch a Care as 
ſets Head and Heart a work : in this 
Chan Religion alla Chriſtians zeal 
ſhould run. 
. The third thing is, what bimplicd 
ie hh _ violence. It implies three 


FR TIT 0 Reſolution of Will. 
8 5 11:4: +12. 'Vigaur of Affection. 

g Strength of Endeavour. 
n the Wall. Pſal. 119. 6. 
haps ſnorn, end will perform it, that I 
hor = thy righteous Judgements. Wbt 
inthe way to Heaven (though 
& ALioni in the way) 1 . | 
| LA Like ateſolute Comm SE 0 
e througb the 'whiole | 4 
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danger * deſpiſed 31. diffcults. 
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and this reſoluriqa maſt be 8 
(ireogth of Gul: - 1 15 | 
Reſolution is like tha biaſt to he 
bowl, whichucariegit ; ſhrangly- 
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on, a willi ta be ſaved., and a will 
to follow ſin; ĩtiis ĩimpoſſible to be vie- 
lent fog Heaven. If a traveller be un- 
reſolved, ſometi mes he will ſridæ tis? 
way, ſometimes thut z lle is violent for 1 25 
neither. 3 
ligor of the TIO T 2 2%; 
ceech upon tgſ en z the Ju I 
ing informed of. the excel 
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ſtate of Glory, and the Will bei e rrleats 4 
ſolved;'apgb! aTVoyagggo that oly * 5 
Land, ow, the- ne follow, and 


ſſionste 


they are n dia in ga 
cen are 


on, 725.4 : 2 hip. 
l that — dot. 


Tae Woes but tbiſteub 5 ue a ok 
; Kim — turally we are more impatient . of thirſt 


N . See in what arapid violent 
ds affectious were carried 
"after 28 The affe ctions are like the 
ol the Bird, which make the Soul 
7 in its flight alter Glory. Where the 
ES. . ſtirred up, there is offer- 
1 violence to Heaven. 
"S; Ti This violence implies Strength of 
Faun, when we ſtrive for ſalvation 
1 aboarzmaercf life and death. 'Tis IJ" 
> -eafieto talk of Heaveo, but not toget 
1 to Heaven ; we muſt operam nayere, put 
- *Gorth all our ſtrength 5 nay, call ig the 
help of Heaven to this wor. 


4. The fourth thing is, how many 
ways a Chriſtian muſt offer violence 3 


ways” 


10 1. To Himſelf. 
„Hie muſtioffer 2. To 3 
5 2 violence 8. Teig by 
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"Yoko of " 
8 to duty. 
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fuſed to angint. Chriſt's dead body on 
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improve it ; it may be thy laſt. Sex- 
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This day approaching; we muſt inthe 
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receiviog oſ the Word. The people of 
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the Law was delivered to them. Our 
hearts muſt be waſhed by prayet and 
repentance , the Oracles of God being 
to be delivered to us. It © 

And being met together, we muſt ſet 
our ſelves as in the preſence of God 


'S with ſeriouſneſs. and delight to hear 
God's ſacred Word. Take heed of di- 
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rob God Mhen men pretend to Wor- 
ſhipGod in che Temple; but cut him 
Mort ot family and cloſet-duties on 2 
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pay. Good conference enlightens the 
mind when it is ignorant 3 warts it 
hen it is ſroxen ʒ ſettles it when it is * 
yavering.A good life-adorns Religion; 
good diſcourſe propagates it. | | 
. Gracious diſcourſe makes us reſemble 3. 
Chriſt, His words were perfured with 
holineſs : grace was poured into his lips, 
El. 45. 2. Heſpake tothe admiration .; 
of all : bis hands wrought 4Gnadce,and 
his tongue ſpake Oracles, Lade 4. 10 

bare bim witnef, ad wondred e the 

graciows words: which proceeded ant-af hue 

wouth.  - Chriſt never came inte- 

companys but he ſet good diſcaurſeon 

font. Levi made him a feaſt, Luis 5,295 

and Chriſt feaſted bim with holy diſ- 
1 courſe.: When be came to Jachba Well, 
| «rr peaks of the mater of life; 

oy (4+ The more holy our ſpeeshes 
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waies a — by n ofthe names and 
deſerts of his ſervants which he 
puntifully rewarded. As God bath a 
Bottle for the tears of his people: fo be 
hath a Book in which he writes down all 
their good ſpeeches ,- and will mak e Ho- 
—_— mention of them at- the laſt 
J. 
Holy diſcourſe will be a means to 
-Chriſt into our company. The 
two Diſciples were communing of the 
death and ſufferings of Chriſt 3 And 
while they aye ph mary Jeſus Chriſt 


came among them, Ease 24. 15. #bile 
they communed ate, ether, Jeſw himſelf drew 
ear, and went with When men 


entertain bad diſcourſe, - Satan draws 
year,and he makes oneof the company 5 


but when they have holy and gracioug 


conference, Jeſus Chriſt draws near, 
and where-evgrhe comes, he briogs a 

along wich him. :-$o much for 
the firft , the offering violence to our 
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the caſtle of the heart: he ſtits up to 
—— laſt, revenge. Theſe are called 
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Lion, 1 Pet. 3. 8. Tour adver, 
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tan in regard of his fierceneſs is called a 
ſary the Devil 
a roaring Lion walketh about 
whom he may devour. Not (faith ch 
flom) whom he may bite, but devour *. 
2. His Treachery. What he cannot do 122 e. 
by force, he will endeavour to do bi 
| fraud. Satan hath ſeveral , ſubtil 


In ſuiting his temptations to the com 
| plexion and temper of the body. Satan 
ſtudies the Phyſiognomy, and lies 
ſairsble baits. He knew Achar's cove- 
tous humour, and tempted him witha 
wedg of Cold. He __ the ſabgaie | 
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fa 8 je bor, under a pretenee of 

| = Pirate doth miſchief by 
hanging 
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We per ſwades them muah good 
will come of it. He gells them an ſome 
caſes they may diſpenſe with the; Rule 
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eace beyond that Ilias chat ebey may 
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Rows 25 the beart : he ie at ſuſt more mo- 


He did not ot {ag to E at firſt, Sai 
Ale; po, dus he goes more fiibrilly 


to work ; he puts ſoxtha qu cſhtion,Hath 


Ged {aid-5 {ure Eve thou art wiſtakep 3 
the bounti ful God never intended aode- 
bar. thee one of the beſt trees of the 
Garden. Hath God ſaid? ſure, either 
gad did not fay itz ot i he did, he ne- 
ver really intended it, Thus by degrees 
he wrought her to diftzuſt , end then 
he took of the fruitand eat. Oh take 
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lawful 3. It was lawful for ms 
d to e the fruit ofthe Grape ; but he 
e took too much; and fo finn'd. Exceſs + 
e turns ther whichisgood into evi}, Eats 
{- | ing and drinkiog may turn to ihtempe- 
race. Indiſt#y'in ones calling t when 
r. exceſſive) is cov etouſueſi. Shtarrdraws - 
i4 | men to an immoderate love of the re. 
ture, and then makes them da 
that which they love- As 4 
poiſoned her Huſband c 
meat he loved moſt. and 


5. Satan puts men upoy ooing | 
out of bed ends: if — 
oy by ſc andalous actions, he wü 
# actions. Thus he tempts om 
Frou Religion put of- -policy ts 
* —.— and to alm for 
applauſe, that others may er their good 
works, and canonize them. Tho by: 
potriſie doth leven the duties of Rel 
gion, and make them lofe their rec 
ward. | 119. bus {368 
S. The Devil b e- Gare | 
ſuch 8s are good. This fetsa gloſs up- 
6 his; rethprations , zd 5 
a The Devil 


I »% 1 » ae. 


FEE SST EXERT 


bk. "O03 
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3 of . eminenteſt and 
holten men to e his temptati · 
ons. The D Chriſt by an - 
Apoſtle. Peter diſſe es him from ſuf- 

+ fering, 'Abrabaw — man bids his 
5 uivocate: Sey, Thou art. my | 

Theſe are his ſubcilties intempt- 

Naw here we muſt offer violence 

r. By faith, 1 Pet. 3. 9. Wbows 


-R * rus fete in faith. Faith is a wiſe 


ligen grace; it can ſee an hook 
the bait. 2. It is an Heroick 
5. ig is (aid, in: g, above all, to 
— the ſier == "darts of Satan, Faith 
reſiſts the Devi 
1. As it doth keep the caſtle of the it 
8 that it — — It is not : 
eing tempted makes us guilty, but | 5 
giving conſent. Tibeter . Proteſt 
Satan. + 10 
3 2. Faith not only not yields but beats | b 
F * Zayedla back the temptation x. Faith holds the | cl 
1 27 promiſein one hand, and Chriſtin the 
. ather : The promiſe encourageth faith, 
0 and Chriſt — it : ſo faith bears 
the enemy out of the field. 74 
2. We müſt offer violence to Stad by 
Prayer. / We overcome him upon dr Vi 
Ruge. As84mpſor called to Heargfor : 


* {4 
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* 4 ſo «Qiſtizaby — A 
eas ae eaven. &r | 
tempt ations go-to God by prayer. Lord : 
teach me to ule. every piece of the (| Gy 
is 4 ritualarmour; how to hold the | 
bow to wear the helmet, how to uſe 
- | theſword of the Spirit. Lord ftreogthen 
ei 1 in the battel ; * rather die a 
” uerour, than be ta , 
ſe | and led by Satan in Triumph. FR 
lk muſt offer violence to Satan. There is 
k Y 4 Lios in the way; but we maſt relolye 
o | upon fighting. | 
h + And let this encourage us to offer 
violence to Satan. Our enemy is beaten 4 
e | in part — 2. who i is the "Bo F 
Jt 22 our ion t ven 1 
t | Saran his deaths wound upon the & 22 * * 
ſt cal. 2. 15. The Serpent is ſoogeſt kill 2 1 
io his head. Chriſt hach broifed the 52 Tow 
ts | bead of the old Serpent. Tbe Devil is a 3 
| chained enemy, and a conquered ene: 
ie | wy 5 therefore fear not to give wg 
to him. . AReſeft. him, and be will.fy; : 
ws no march but ranging away. 
3. We muſt, offer violence o the | 
mr rid. The world ſhe ws its Golden Apple, 
1 part of our vow in Baptiſm t@ « 
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aader Ghriſt's banger. apices 
hc 
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world. Take heed of being drowned 
i che lu delighes of it. It muſt 3 
be ſtroug Brain that bears beidy 
wine. Ne had need Have a great deal of 
wiſdom sad grace, that knows howto 
bear A gveut eſtate. Riches oft ſend up 
their iatoxicsting fumes, which make 
mots heads giddy with 9 Jeſuran 
paxed fat wnd kicked; Deas. 32. 1. It 
is hard to elimb up the hill of God with 
too maay goldet weights. Thoſe that 
want the dv#onrs of the world, want the 
temptations of it, The world is n,, }F , 
Demon, a flattering every, It is given }- 

to ſome at n to David, for a indre. } 5 

.- 7 * The: wortd Thews its two breaſts of | : 
S .. - pleaſweatndproft; add many fall aſleep | f 
en Whth-the bfealt tn their mouth. The 
world doth never kiſs ue, but within | 1 
5:51 nd Itifenteo betrey us; It is a ſilken halter. | 

1 
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| "The world's no friend to grace: it | 
chokes ourlove rb heavenly things: the 
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are called oui 
Ay we ſa y of he is nota "8 
man for this 85 s — 5 3 


crucĩſi ed in hi e . ark] 
Gul. 6. 24. 8 is dead to 


d man take in 


rok [up wor 5 Ke cat- 
- ory wig frogs 528 00 the 


Re Jr 
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not a lazy wih, or 
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in Sugar. 
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dat Bo "ffs aw. 1. 17; Pure Re- 
r is K re 7 om the }. 
igti- 


that 


* 
1 : it ſpots firſt mens 


iences, and then their 


eit makes men 


damn themſelves t A. 
Id. = Ni «wor 


wou s.V þ 
though he ſwum to it =, 50G 


3. It is perifbi 


f. 


of the world paſeth away, 


while we are ſmelling to it. 
* ourthly, We mult. offer violence to 
ever. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffererh 
os. Though Heaven is given ps 
freely, yet we 75. take paius for it, 
. Canaan was given 1/rael freely, but they 
muſt fight with the WU e 2 


bring us to Heaven ; w — ex 
— == in 880 on! 
neſtueſi ſor Heaven is let o 
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World ie like a flower which vithers | 
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1 N ee ee which ply e 


violence. 


IT. 

1 1 Sometime! by ſtriving, Zak: 13 24. 
r. Strivetochter in at 27 — gate. Tlie 
Greek word is «>=ift01, Sfrive 4s ia an 


be Y- Agony, 

1 2.Wreſtling,whichis a violent exer· 

d- | ciſe, Epbeſ. 6.12. We e are to wreſtle 

0s F with a bod of ſin, and ruh 1 

1s weroof 

Q 3. Ruvoivg ins Kos, 1 cor. 9. 2+. 

Yi So ran that ye may obtain. We have s 

g. long Race from Earth to Heaven, and 

d, but a little time to run; it will ſoonbe 

4 el 4 1 2 5 2 Race 4 

„there a not only laying aſide all weights 2 

« chat hioder; but a putting forth altthe | I 

77 ſtrengthof the body 3 a ſtrainingevery 

+ | joynt that men may preſs on with all 

- \wiftneſs to lay hold on the prize. Thus 
Saint Paul preſſeth z, towards the 
mark, Phil. g. 14. Alas, where is this 
holy violence to be found 2 | 

1. Many have made themſelves unfit 
to run this bleſſed Race ; they are 

drunk with the pleaſures of the world. 

o- | Adrunken man is unfit to run a Race. 

-4 :5-2| Orhers\negle@ to run this Race 

des life 3 ow. when 2 ä 


. is 4 
"ED qui A 46 
man is very unfit to walk, much 
u to rim'n Ra. I acknowledge, true 
Repentance' is never too late 5 but 
ben man can hardly ſtir his hand, or . 
Z life up his eyes, now is a-very unt! 
be time to begin the Race from earch to | 
| '- Heaven. - 
A. This carneſtneſi for Heaven is | 


” 7 
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compared hting, which implie⸗ 
bn 5. 12. Fight As heed 
fen of Faith. It is not enough to be 
- -Habowers, but warriers. Indeed in Hea- 
rn, our armour ſhall be hung up in 
en : but now it is ivy 
by Oo oy battel ; and we muſt 
== be of Faith.” As Hannibal. 
r his Army over the 
3 Rocks: So muſt ue 
: oP a ir og cur to Heaven. We muſt 
Y Fragrant r ray, but pray fervently, Ja. 
un. 3.16 Thivts offering violence to Fe 
ven. 
1. The Reaſons why there aw be this 
4D offering violence to Heaven, are | 
I. God'sindi e command. He 
3 hach enatted 8 Law, that whoſortdy. 
vetsof the fruit of Paradiſe; alle : 
- Minthe freaof his brow 21h m 


* e Nc W 


Sies diligence re 1 
F ele@ion ſure. The Greek 2 
imports an anxious ſolicitous care 
about falyation. 

2. God's decree. The Lord bath un 
his eternal decree joyned the dal 
the means together; ſiriving and e-. 
tring; the Race and the Grown.” Anda 
man can no more think to come to Hea- * 
ven without offering violence, than he wa 
can think to come to the end of hip 4 
Journey, that never ſets a ſtep in the 
way. ho expects an har v 
out plowir and | 
expect the harveſt of without la- 

bour. Though our faly in res 


ME. edt Ba ES 


Wich: 
* How can we 


of chriſt is a purchaſe z/ yet in r 
of «x, it is a conqueſt. v2 
3. We muſt offer violence tafteaved 
in regard of the difficulty of ti work; 
Taking a Kingdom. Firſt, m—_— be 
prey out of another Kingdom, The | | 
| Kingdom of darkneſs*. Togetout er. 4 2 
ſtare of nature is hard, and whenthat 2 
is done, 8 we are cut off fromthe 


3 Olive, and implanted into ſt, 
thite is, work todo; Wed. + 


Fea ga Ce 
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yer nb as y . * Kaas * 
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$9 not W . raltb, dal go f 
Faith to Faith, Rom, 1, 17, This will 
not be done without violence. N 

4. We muſt offer violence to Hea- 
yen, in regard of the violent aſſaults 
made againſt us. 

1. Our own hearts oppoſe us. Tis a 

e Paradox : Man who doth na- 
forally deſire happineſs, yet oppoſeth 
: he deſires to be faved, yet hates 
15 holy violence which ſhould ſave 


bim. 


2. All the powers of Hell oppoſe us. 
Satan 


ands at our right band, as be 
dich st Joſueh's, Zach. 3.2. Shall not we 
be as earneſt to ſave our ſouls, a3 the 
x is to devour. them? Without 
plent affections, we ſhall never reſiſt 


vile mptations. 
„ be violent, becauſe it is 1 


i 8 — of the higheſt importance. A '' 
man doth not beat his head aboyt 
5 but matters wherein his liſe and 
eſtate are concern e e 13 
effered, if we co der, 2 
1. What we ſhall. ſave: The eres | 
= font. hat pains do we take vr the: 
> _ | feeding zd enriching the bgd 181 
d n 0 then w e 
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bates * pee coma 
a Ringo 

Gotis che Diamond, The ſoul is tha 
[= wherein the image of God is 

There are inch foul fame dhe, . A 
dows and faint repreſentations of a * 
a — r Christ thought: che ſoul. 
a- ſhedding his blood, well may 8 


h | wechink ft worth ſpending our ſweat. 39 
es 2. Conſider what we ſhall gain? 4 2 
„e Kingdom, | What violence is uſed ſor 


earthly Crowns and Empires; men will 
. | wade to the Crown through blood. 
e | Heaven is a Kingdom which-ſhould © - 
e make us ſtrive for it, Nox ad ſudobem e 720 
0 tan tum ſe ed beine „ cver to blood. an, . va 
t } The hopes of a Kingdom ( ſaith St. B45 #% - 
t | #) ſhould carry a Chriſtian chearfully | 
thaough altlobours and — 8 438 W 

There muſt be offering violence in 6,5: 5 
7 regard of that aptneſs 0 | — 
the: beſt to grow remiſs in Religion, 
When they have been quickned in a du - 
ts they arc; apt to grow dead again. 

When hen they days beep — 

5 38 „they are reeze | 
1 * be ill e 1x 
The heart, e, * 1 
G4 fore x 


— * il 10 


. , 4 Sa x 


we * a 80 eves and moe ncaa 
bx prayer and meditation. The fire 
devotion will ſoon go out, if it be not 
-, blown up, A Chriſtiaa on experi- 
© "ence of his inconſtaocy in good, is CO": 
A gent enough to 7 — 
XS Ii dee miſt be his offering vio- |: 
3 leuee ; it ſhews us it is not ſo caſie 4 
n thing as men imagine to get to Heavens? 
3 There areſamany precepts toobey ; fo 
many- promiſes to believe ; ſo many” 
Nocks to avoid, that it is a difficult 
„e matter tobe faved *. an 4 
Fork: fine eaſie way to Heaven an idl | 
. a death bed tear; but the ten tells us 
- of offering violence. Alas. there id 4 
great wort to be done ; the biaff of #66 Þ| 
bears ## 10 be changed. Man by natute' 
doth not only was? grace, but late . 
He hath au euvenomed ſpirt againſt || 
* goodyeſs, and is an angry with converting 
grace 3 and is ĩt eaſſe to have the heare 
* meramorphiſed ? for the proud heart to 
| be made humble ; for the earthly heart” 
* tobe made heavenly : Rr 
without uſing violence ? It , 
1 bill to Heaven, and it will af 
kf fear before we f tothi 
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6 \ ſhorm : 3 
1 Ads rz. 10. open of their own a 
cord but if we get to Heaven, we muſt 
force our way: we 9 wich 1 
ſighs and tears, and get the 
lader of faith to ſtorm ir, We mult 
dot only work, but gt. Like thoſe 1 4 
Jw- , who built the Wall of Jeraſalews 1 
Nebers. 4. 1. Evety one with one of bis 1-8 
| bands wrought in ibe wor, and with the 
other hand held « weapon, ' A Chriſtie? 
is commanded upow hot ſervice ; — af 
wuſt charge through the whole ** 
of bis luffs, every one of which | 
ſronger chan Co. A Christian bath 
no time to lye fallow z he muſt be ei- 
cher praying, or watching; either . 
ow the Mount, or in the Valley 5 on the 
Mount of Faith, or in the Valley of 
Humility. Worldly things are not ob- 
rained withqut labour : What toiling 
in the ſhop > what fweating in the ſur- 
nice d and do we tak Heaven will be 
tid without labour? Do men dig for 
and not for. gold? Thoſe who 


72 are employed; much j 2 


ny 8 — ner thi- 1 
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* —_— "> © nu OT Y © =, co” MW Wu 
= - &” — 234 - _” = * * 


— 


6 
2 
= 


„ e 
a» YG * 


are A1 


wiogs ofthe 


- oy 40 <3 


ſwiſt they ate in God's ſervice. If the 
Angels in Heaven are buſying them- ; 
1 

1 


ſelves in noble and honourable imploy- 
ment, how induſtrious ſhould we be 
who are getting up the hill of God, and 
bave not yet arrived at a ſtate of glory? 
ö la ſalvation- work ſo facil? can a man I t 
. be ſaved per ſaltum? can he leap out oſ |} v 
4 the Devil's arms into Abraham's loſom ? t! 
Ob no, there muſt be offering violence. h 
Some think, free-grace will ſave them; F x 
but it muſt be in the uſe of means,# arch | x: 
rey. Others ſay, the promiſes will 'F 7, 
bring chem to Heaven ; but the pro- G 
u 
a 
ce 
in 
pt 
af 


miſes of the Word are not to be ſepara- 
ted fromtheprecepts. The promiſe tells 
us ofa Crows ; but the precept ſaith, # 
$0, rum, 1 Cor. 9. 24. The promiſes art 
made to encourage faith, not tocheriſh 
ſloth. But ſay others, Chriſt hath died 
lor ſinners ; and ſo they leave him to doi | ab 
all fur them, and they will do nothing: In 
Ti — text whe macs "id ind 
e exhortations to ſtriving, and fighting: | 
the good fiebt of Faith, axe in vag, (Oh po 
VC 
th 


8 7 | ſalvation colt Chriſt, Blood ; it look 1 
us Seat. The boat. may as we 
; e without rowing , as Weoenuges 
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Heaven without offering violence. Pry OY 
2. It ſhews us the great mfftake- of > Branch. 
ignorant people, who think the bare <4 


ing of duties, though in never {6 


ighe-ſuperficial a manner is enough. 

| | Thetext tells us of offering violence. | 

| 1. in the bufineſs of Prayer - They; 

| think it is enougb to mutter over afew - 

words, though the heart be aſleep all 

te while : what offering of violence is 2 

bere? Chriſt was in an Agony at prayer, £4 

I. 22. 44. Many when they pray are IL 

rather ina Lethargy than in an Agony. 

| 'F Jaceb wreſtled with the Angel in prayer, 

Gen. 32. 24. The lucenſe was to be laid 

upon burning coals, Levis. 16. 22. In- 

| cenſe was a type of prayer, andthe Br. 

f cemfe upon coals, aa type of fervency 

I in prayer: Few know what the ſpirit of 

prayer means; or what it is to have the 

| affeRtions boil over. . When they are 

1. abaut the world they are all Fire; when 
Whey are at prayer they are all Zce. 

2. In Hearing of the Word 


4. g>7 >a 66; lie 


= — Others go to a Sermon 
with irchange, to beer news; ne 
. potions that pleaſe their phancy, but do 


not attend to the word as about a mat - 
ter of liſe ad death. They do nat go 
3 to meet with Chriſt in an Ordinance ; 
1 to have the breathings of his Spirit, 
3 and the ĩaſu ſions oſ his Love. Alas , 
3 what little violence for Heaven is to be 
© - een ĩn moſt peoples worſhip ? In alt the 
5 Sacrifices of the Law there was fire. 
Wi How can thoſe duties be accepted, | 

| which have no fire in them; no offer- 


* ing of violence ? 

anch. g. If there muſt be this offering of 
pe violence to Heaven , then it ſhews us 
. how dangerous moderation in Religion 


ie. Vi e and moderation are two 
different things. Indeed moderation in 
the things of the world is commendable. 
I We ſhould moderate our defires here; 
1c. . and »ſc the world a5 if wenſed it wot. 
We may, as Joxathan, dip the end of the 
Rodin honey, but not thruſt it in too 
far: in this ſenſe moderation is good: 
but moderation in matters of ptectiee- 
piety is fiuful: it id as 


ig violence. Moderation ia the W 9 e 4. 
5 fenſe is for one not c be to 2, 
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aid as tow Gerce for Mes 56. 1 
deration is not to venture further in 21 bt 
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Religion than may ſtand with ſelf pre- uh. 
ſervation. As the King of Nevarr told 25 4 
5 He would launch no further into the . 7. 


; than be might be ſure ta rater ſoft rep; 6+ 


* to Land To keep on the warm fide of l. 


nn oy = a main Article in the Poli- 
'ticians: Moderation in the 


world's ſenſe is neutrality. The wotle- 


rate perfon hath found out a wein 
between ſtrictneſs and reren 


he is not for debauchery , 
purity. It was the advice ch e 
Ae lac bon, that be ſhould not'fo f- 
fect the nine of moderate, 1 3 
he loſt all bis zeal. To be lukewarmin 
matters of Religion, is far 9 | 
ing viblence to Heaven, Rev. 3. 19. Be 
zealows and regent, If any ſhall aſk us 
why we are ſo violent, tell them, it is 
for Kingdom. If they ſhall ax d why 


' we make haſte in the wales of Re- 
" ligion, tell them, we are running 


an heg- 
3 Race, and à foftly moderate 
will never win the prize. Mode- 
oat _—_ 4 — Heaven 
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5 Es e e eee 7 
"2. Branch, ſe 2. Reproof. Out of this text I} 1 
. 1 g may = forth ſeveral 2 of Re- 4 
1 of. RA | 
-* 40 9 1. It reproves flath-f 
% , ſ i wc full Chriſtians , wie are 
. Biull Anchol Ke ſettled vn their lcd 4 
3 make a lazy Profeflion of +: 
By Religion, but uſe no violence. 


"#7 are like the the Lilies, which 103) mot, nei· 
tler do they ſpin. The Snail by real: 
5 don of its ſlow motion, was reckon- 
| 70, among the unclean, Levit. 11. 30. 
St. Auſtin calls idlneſs. the burial of « 
, gdlive, There are ſome faint vel: 
| leities 3 oh that I had Heaven | but a 
„ * manmaydefire Veniſon, and want A 
13 rr it *, Prov, 13.4 
. pin! 06 * the ſiugg ard wilbeth and hath 
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Men could be content to 7 
en. The 3 but th 

t fox it. 85 
ag; to 60 fel ently m7 ** 


. entice to Heaven in a hack | 
+ + zeal and violence. How | 
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* Coat, bow ſholl I put it n? The Spou 
an though Chriſt knocked at the door, 


working: this Faith js TE 


| 4 et. 5. 8. The world is hit Diecefgand 


— 4 lap. 1 
ou were 1 dwgpl T 

I in the 7s 1 Pjal. 104, $4 _ F 

of limcca, No mag is made witg-.. Y 

[ES Sure it is, no man is ſavge7; pnict* 

252 but 0 wa Tag your 4 

uy it , namely, h offerx#7g violence. 

A, have accuſtomed themſelves to 

d idle lazy temper, will find it hard to 

it off, Cant. 5. 3. I have put 


had laid her ſelf upon the bed of ſloth, 


ſhe was loth to riſe and let him in. Some 
pretend to he Believers, butare idle in 
the Vineyard. They ported to make 
.uſe of faith for ſeeing me roy ep fax 


Chriſtians had a ſpirit of Ae 

them, 1 Chron, 22. 16. Ariſe and be Pay 6 ph? 
ing, and the Lord be with thee. We may, 
ſametimes learn of our enemy *. The re 
Devil is never, idle; he male a © bf 


a ever oing bis e bs 

. 6 the enemy upon his 

D coming againſt us ? and are we 

pon our. guard? A Satan hin- 

des io he will not 1 | l 
That 14 


Souldiers, and with them bucks 
the Garden, and never left till he had 
Chriſt. Satan will not endure] « 
ſervant 3 and do we think God 
"will D How, will Heathens riſe up in 
Judgement agaioſt ſto Chriſtians ! 


paius did they take in the Oly! 
Piangames z. they rau but for a Our 
of flowers, and do we ſtand ſtill who 
run for a Crown of Immortality? Cer- 
tainly ifBoly che violent take Heaven, 
the idle perſon will never come these. 
God puts uo difference between | 
two, /othful and wicked, Matth. 25. 1b. 
ö Thow D 
„ Nach. JA, yh gi Formalift,who'puts: 
8 his Religion in geſtures , LE 
—— emblems of Andes and 
ehis will entitle him to Heaven, 2 
hoſt 4 name to live ot art 


The form and outſide of WE : 
neceſſ 


. it i « means to keep up it 
.. | dicinthe world, Should wy 
* * ſuch as are ſober 1 
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come near them; they would be looks - 


. N | 

+ ed upon uo better than baptized Hea- 

je | thetis: therefore they muſt make'afhew | 

d ol devorion, out of policy to gain ſome 

o } tepute and eſteem among others. 

0 1. A form ſer ves to ſtop the ouch 

re | of conſcience: had not they ſome kind 

4 4 ofourward devotion, their conſcience | 
in would fly in their face, and they would _ 4 
bea terreur to themſelves : thereforethey «.-H 
j- think it expedient to have 4 form of 3 
d |  Godlinef. But alas, what is all this? The 

wo | Text ſpeaks of offiring violence to Hea- 

x. | ven. What violence is there in aform? 

„ Here is no taking pains with the heart; 7 
fern, but no power, 32. m. 3. 5. . For- Sn 
e maliſts are like the Tombs in the Way Fu N 
„J Church, which bave their eyes and e finw- 
I hands lift upto Heaven, but no ſoul. A 

its The Formaliſts devotion runs out moſt 

c in punctilioes, and niceties: he neg- 

e lects the weightier matter of the Lat, 

3,4 Faith and Mercy, Alatib. 23. 23. He 

ſeruples ſuperſtitious phancies , but 


makes no reckoning of ſin: he is more 
afraid of au Hare croffiog his way, than 
an Harlot in his bed. He hates ſancti- 
Chriſt had uo ſuch bitter ene- 
bas the formal Phariſees, The 
JW H for maliſt 
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reproves az are yio 
they go thither in the ſweat o Ape 
brows, Jer 8, 6. Every one turned ta h 
courſe ; as the horſe ruſpeth into the baitel, 
A Sor hotke uſheth violently amoy 
the guns 5 pikes : ſo did 8 tu 
Into bn violently. Men are, violent, 

1. In ↄppoſing Gogd. 

2. In purſuing Exil. 
. In oppoſing Good. Seyeral waies. 


1, They offer yiolence to the Spirit of 
God. The Spirit knocks at the door of 

.. « fioners hearts 3 he Waits till his head 

| be filed with dew, abd bis. locks with the 
r drops, of the aight ; but finners repulſo 
** and grieve the Spirit , and ſeng away 
ibi. Dove from the Atk of their ſouls, 
Ads 7. 51. Te de elwais reſiſt the Hog 
of The Spirit offers grace to the 


wer, and the ſinnet offets violence to 
5 Sseit, Iſa 63. io. They. rebelled. aud 


97 bis holy Spi t 5 and may not the 
| 85 d give over, ſic | 


ring 7 God OR 
Mog to core in when we! 
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and impriſon conſcience; - Rut as. f 
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1 They path akin 


| ee e Preacher in tha ho: 


ſata ; and this Preacher,cannot flat ter; 
it tells meu of their pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, abuſeoſ merey; but they, ioſtead 
of being violent againft their ſias, offer 
violence to conſcience : they filenes 


Prophet Zachary, when he Was 
called for a table-book; and did write, 
Luke 1. 635 $0 when conſcience caunoe 
be permitted to ſpeak, it oy write ; it 
wentes down meus ſins 3 aud when at 

death they (tall be forced to read the 
hand-writing, it will make their hearts 
* tremble; and their knees (mite. This 


J fear is tao common, formep to Hẽ 
violence to their conſcience: au,, 4 


will be the iſſue? They Who will gat 
heat the voice: of conſcience; ſhalt be 
Kore to feel the worm of gonſcience. 

3 They offer violence to Gachs 
rage The Saints (Who are God sl 


* piQurer) arg oppaſed. wa v6 ! T Fa | 


tis is a cutſed violence, 
| 42 beat war barn after tha fleſh 
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Plower; baue plowed apo her back, The 
earth hath been ſown with the bodies 


of the Saints, aud watered with their- 


blood. Perſecutors, I grant, are ofan 


-- antient Family. The4irit man that was 


born in the world was a Perſecutor , 


"hHamely Cn; and he hath had atume- 


vous off-ſpring, Nero, Trajan, Domiti an, 
Dacleſ an, Maximin. Chryſofiom ſaith, 


that the apples of his eyes fell out. 


Felix Earl of Wurtemlurg being at ſup- 
er at Auſpurg, did take an oath, that 


efore he died, he would ride up to the 


ſpurs in the blood of the Luther am, ; but 


was afterwards choked in his owu 


blood. Perſecutors are the curſe of the 
Oreation ; being ſome of thoſe thorns 
and briars which the earth brings forth 


28. Meriare violent in purſuing Evil. 


. They are violent in their Opinions, 
pet. 2. 1. Privily they ſhall bring in dam? 
Habe herefits, denying the Lord that bowght 


- hem. ani was ſuchanone 4 and aſ- 

det wards his bowels guſhed out. Aud 
vuly the ſpirit of Arrim is yet alive at 
Nee. day, While men dare deny the Hei- 


ii Heretickr of old were fo vioh 
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ir > They are violent in their Paſt 


| LL , bring men to the 


mur, an inordinate defire or impulſe, 


earnal deſires . Ariſtotle calls them 6 


Wer takes by Storm. 
en Was to the 2 


Ter hes ſome of them died in 
Geir berofies, Theſe wert t 801 


en,. Anger is a ſhort frenzy *, Jam. Ret 2 


3.9. The tongye is a fire, a world of inigud- ade 
tz. In this little member there ia great _ 
world, viz. a world of in: ſuch as would — 
be counted ſober, yet afe drunk with /*« 
2. Their prayers are cold, but e., 
er hot. They ſpit fire as the Serpt 
Joth poiſon. Fiery patſhons with 


furnace. 
3. They are violent for their lofts; Tit, 
3.3. Serving divers luſt t. Luſt is Sraus . 


provoking the ſoul to the gratifyi ity” x 2 3 
* 
1iſb luſt, becauſe when luſts are violent, — 8 
they will not let reaſon or conſcience 14 . : 
oy ard; but a manis carried brutiſhly: nd be, - © 
ie faking the fleſh * 2 4 
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bel thars* © "They ye. forgotten 
: | Chriſt's ce by a 
10 0 man... ab ace y took, a- 
Naboth4V grad, 2, King, 21. 11. el 
JF is taken Yo tis violence, Prev. 4. 
_Who dvink "Wine of violence. Thick 
will ruro e at >, ' We 
Hite hed Jove violence. God) 1 beg 
4. They ate yiolent for N cover 
| 955 Juſts, ”"Govetoult i the ſoul's © 
roply, Amos 7.2.7 0 pant after the. 
I al Ih « They campas Sea and 
1 ce Mony, TEE : 
47 Feel 75 s made of gol and. g 
2 | they. bow down. Thoſe who b | We - 
doe on their knees to, drink of the Mi _—_ 
* Waters, Were accountedyofitSouldiers 0 
fr Gideon, Judg. 7.6, So are choſe un- 
it for Chri ilk, that. ſtoop immodetately 
| th the Jorg of ex bly chin ops, They Ar — 
axe viol lent for t tha 7 What r 
oy but the Wind ? Bcclef, 3. 16. 
- prafit hab de who hath . Laboured for; 
| wind 'The world cxnnopenrichabe ſoul 
| N pangs of con- 
ſeregce . 8 
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left off that holy ſtrictneſs and violence | + 
id Religion as once they has. Their 
f.rvour is cooled and abated. What 
. they do is fo little, that it cannot be 
3 called violence. They ſerve God, but 
1 we not fervent in ſpirit. They do not 
leave off duty, but they graw dead in 
| duty. They have left there firſt love , 
en- Rev. 2.4. It is with them as ſire when 
_—_— it is going out 4 or as the Sun whed it 
f is going dowu. Like aguiſ men: before 
e . they were in a Paroxyſm, or hot fit of 
ent Zeal 3 but pow the cold fit hath taken | 
| 3 them, they are format and frozen in 
* Religion. Time was, when they called 
the Sabbath a delight, iſe. 58. 13. How 
were their beatts raiſed in duty] how 
diligently did they ſeck him whims theie 1 
foul loved | but now the calc is altered; 
J cheir Religion doth Janguiſh., and even 
—z vaniſh. Time was, When they were in an 
I Agony, zod did fend forth firong cries 
in prayer. Now the Chariot- wheels are 
pulledoff, and the ſpirit of prayer is 
much absted. Their prayers do even. 
freez between their lips: a clear 
of. the decay of grace. Theſe perfons | 
are grown both lethargical and cg: 
ſumprive. | 2 
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. Lethargical, Cant. 5. 2. 1 „ | 
un heart wakes, Though grace wasalivg. 
in her; ler bears waked; yet ſhe was in 
3 dull drowſie-temper , I /eep., When 
the heart burns in fin, and cools id duty, 
it isa ſure ſigu of growing to a ſtupid 
lethargy. 
25, Conſunptive, There are two figns 
of perſons in a ſpiritual conſumption. 
1. When their defire after Chriſt 
and Heaven is not ſo ſtrong asit was. A 
conſumptive man's ſtomach decaies. 
$; Chriſtians have not. ſuch violent af- 
fſectious to heavenly things; they can 
defire Core and Ve, aud the luſcious 
delights of the earth; but,, Chriſt is 
leſe precious ; they are not in 1 % 
deſire after him, a ſad ſymptom thei 
. 2 i 5 | 2 
2, they are not 10 vigorous 10 
motion. A — that is lively and ſtir- 
ing at his work, It is a he is in 
health; but when he is liſtleſe, and 
cares not to ſtir, or put his hand to any 
thing z a ſign nature is a declining.. 80 


when men baye no heart to that which 


44 Eh care not to put themſelves 
upon the cxercites eligien ; the 
dae Joſt a ſpirit of activity 81 615 
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Io oy the Word Tels vertue iff it Wy > 
1 the Promiſes Ike Azro#'s dry 
r # withered and apteſs > What Ne rn 
„ | hays you found + be males of God, 
F. that you haveabated your former yio- 
- lence in Relighgtl? 0 eee whencs 
ou are fallen and repent, and do yoht firſt 
* works, Rev.2. 5. Conlidet ſerighſly, 


leſs peace, Our' conſciences ate never 
at peace in a drowſic ſtate.” It hey the 
' lively acting of grace makes the heart 
calm and ſerene. Theſe two 7 
ther, walking i# the fear 0 1 an 


the Cr kf the 25 ee 
Chriftlan, i obce Noh roweſt 6 re 
in Religion, conſcience 

thou belo zelt to God, he 
let thee be quiet, but wilt fed a ſows 
{$109'or other to awakenth 'of 
thy fecurity ,” and make ches yecover 
active lively frame of heart 4 
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lent you axe, the more violent he is ; the 
leſs you pray, the — ro tempts.: and 
what a caſe are you now ia? How can 
grace that is weak and fickly withſtand 
violent temptations 3 Hence it is; God 
ſuffers his own people ſometimes to fall 
into ſin, as a juſt puniſhment of their 
lukewarmneſs, and to wake them more 
zealous and violent for the future, 

3. Jour remiſneſs in Religion, though 
it may not damn you, it will dammage 
you- Lou will loſe that degree of glo- 
fs which elſe you might have had, 

| ugh your remiſneſs may not loſe 
your Crows, it will leſſen it, and make 
it weigh lighter, 


4. The more lazy a Chriſtian's deſires 


+ . are,themorelively his corruptions. The 
+, weaker the body grows, the ſtronget 
the. diſeaſe grows, Oh therefore pray 
for quiekning grace, 7s). 143.11. Beg 
freſh gales of the Spirit to blow upon 
you. Never leave till you have re- 
covered that holy violence which once 
you had. * 

2. It reproves thoſe who havequite 
leſt off all yivlence : they have leſt oſl 


reading and praying in theit family, 4 
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were Joaſb, Julias. 
The — Nala 

their profeffion which 
not oue 


others admired, now hath 
| | ſtone left upon another. 
But, Why do men thus run retrograde 
in their motion, and quite throw off that 


violence which they ſeem d once tohave? 
1. Becauſe they never had a prin- 

ciple- of ſpiritual life*. Things that * 4% x3 

move from a principle of life are con- 9% #: 

ſtatit, as the motion of the pulſe : burn 

thiogs artificial are apt to be at a ſtand, 

and their motiod ceaſeth. As a clock 

when the weights are hung on, bue 

take off the weights, and it ſtands. 80 

the Apoſtate never moves in Religion, 

but for gain and applauſe ; and when 

theſe weights are taken off, he is at 

a ſtand, he goes no further. That 

branch muſt needs wither that hath no 

root to grow upon. 

0 2. Men throw off 2 ves, 2 

egenerate into Apoſtaſie, becauſe the 

never did duties of Religion with — 

Ache. St. Paul delighted in ib Law of d 

i inward man, Row. 7. 48. It way 

Fi his 
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lere not im Goc, verſ. 41. They turned 
\* beth and tempted Gau. Sinners have j ea 

laus thoughts of Gd 3 they diſtruſt his? 
n lenk, therefore deſert hisſervice: they * 


way rw near to God in duty, hut He 


cauſe they love ſomething 


ip pleaſure willnever give over: 
1250 pltate never had apy true de- 
e Fight in che waice of Gad; be was ra- 
ther forced withifear , than drawn with 
love: he Grvtd a Maſt er that he never 
cared for; na daher he Jaore? ' 
bis. fervige: : 4148 *® 
lag. Men pee us into Apoi 60 
through anbdief, YU. 22. They bes 
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tbink they ay u aud hear, and tu 


10 8 tpoſe, Aud. . 14. bat profit i 
at we: Hue kept is Ordinacnes:s We 


* draw near to us in metcy; 

bh Uabelief 20d Atheiſm preyailing;” | < 

the livery of Religion is preſensly 1 
thrown df, and all former, violence: for F 
Heaves ceaſeth. loltdelity i is the Mor - 
a 
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ther of Apoſtaſie, .no35-1 + 
:4- Men leave off cheir 8 vio- 
lence, and prove. Judeſſes and Dexila he 

elſe morn | 
than Religion. There is ſome hüte 
other their heart «is ingaged: to had: 


* 1 


N 2 i» hath deſtroyed 

their ylolence: for Religion. Sh 
te great Turk, ſeeing ny Chr 
go over to Tureiſm, he aſked them, What 
| moved them to turn Turks ? They re- 
I plyed, They did it 10 be eaſed of their 
Taxe. They. were drawn from God 
tbrough the prevalency of covetouſ 
neſs. If there be any luſt in the heart 
©. predomipant., it will get head, and de- 
ſtroy all ſormer zeal for Religion. Abi- 
welecka Baſtard, deſtroyed threeſcore and 
Fen of bir Brethren aun one ftane', Judge 
9. 15. If there be. any luſt. the heart 
runs after, this baſtard-fin will deſtroꝝ 
| threeſcore and ten duties; it will mur · | 
der all that violence for Heaven which \3 
a man did once ſerm ta haue. ei | 
' 5+ Men leave off former violenceout 
 ofpuſillagimity : if they are violent/in 
Religion, they fear they may luſe their 
Profits and preferments y nay; their 
lives. The coward never yet won the 
feld. When carnal fear grows violent, 
all violence for Heaven is at an end. 
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opens andſiever, left him. Prov. 26. 23. 
E in the fear of man there ij «ſnare. Cat 
EE nul fear makes ſin appear leſs than it ia, 
** but danger greater. | vg 
22. leave off violence ſor Heaven 
for want of patience. Senſible feeling 
of joy is with- held, and they have not 
patience to ſtay for the full recompence 
of reward. H 33 are alfor pr ö 
font pay; and if they have not that ſud- 
denlywhich they defire, they bid adieu 
to Religion; and ſay, as that wicked 
King, 2 King. 6. 33. Why ſbowld I wait 
for the Lord any longer ? They conſidet 
not chat God is a free Agent, and will 
Aliſpenſe his bleſſings ii the fitteſt ſea- 
fon, but they go to tye God up to their 
time. They forget that joy is a part of 
the reward, and would they have the 
reward and their work not yet finiſhed? 
Dot the ſervant uſe to receive his pay 
before his work is done? Jam. 5 7. The | 
Finchandman wiits for his precious fruis: 
of the certh : He doth not look tò ſe 
and reap in a day. But Hypocrites are 
alwaies in haſte ; they would yeapſoy, | - 1 
before they have done ſowing.ghefeeg- | 
ef Repentance : and becauſe 
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7 while deſerted, they are offends 
| they will ſerve God. no longer: the 
| patience is at an end, therefore, their 
violence is at au end 
7. Men leave off Kol; 1 R nd 
. degenerate into prophaneneſs, ant Of 
Juſt t of God, leaving thy 
- themſelves ; they oft relied ah 88 
— d: ſent ir away {ad fram them 
now 28a juſt judgement, God a 
_ Spirit ſhalt. no langer frive : 5 and 
wind doth not blow u on their laile, 
they cannot move. this Sun: 
draw from their climate, "Ig 


* 
on 
- * 


s eich to hem from Heaven, it wo 

+ | 901 em no good. O bo Al 

Þ} ..the 7 gs of it way Aaike us into an 

. -holy conſternation. Thus we ſee why 

mean po atize and leave off their vic 
or 


lence caven. 
Well, but what do they aer 
Apoſtates 


let us ſee what a purcha 
$ | The proclaim their folly 3 for al = 
Former 2 for Heaven is 


. p 
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manns las by Storm. 
loft. He who runs half the Race, and 


then faints, loſeth the Garland, Exc. 
19. 24. When the righteow turneth away |. 


om his righteouſneſs , all bi ri 
= le hath done ball not be mentioned, 
All mens prayers and tears are loſt. The 


Apoſtate unravel all that be hath been 


doing. He is like a man that with a 


again, Gal. 3. 4. Have ye ſuffered ſo many 
ings in vain ; Perhaps, for Religiona 
and 


wan hath ſuffered many a reptoa 


affront ;andhave ye ſuffered all this in 


vain? Hereis folly indeed. 
It will be bitterneſs in the end, M. 
2 19. Know therefore that. it if | an evil 


aul bitter thing that thou beſt | forſaken 


"the Lord. Men by leaving off their vio- 


leuce ſor Heaven, get a thorn in their 


conſcience, a blot in their name, a curſe 
in their ſouls. + What got Juda by his 
Apoſtaſie but an halter? So that it will 


be bitterneſs in theend. The Apoſtate 
when be dies drops as a wind-fall jato | 


the Devil's mouth. 


5. It reproves thoſe who put of + 
this violeace — the > dom till 6 
«ces When they are fit for no. othiy | 


penfildraws a curious picture, and then 
= with his ſpunge and wipes it out 
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Heaven taken by Storm. 
work ; then they will begin this. No 
man ſaith, Iwillleara my trade when [ 
am old. It is imprudence for one to 
in to work for Heaven, when he is 
bis labour. There is a night of 
fickneſs and death coming, and our Sa- 
viour ſaith, The night cometh when none 
tan work, Job. 9. 4. Sure a man can 
put forth but little violence for Heaven 
, Wheb old age, and old ſios are upon him. 
Beſides, how unworthy and di-ingenu- 
dus is it,to give the Devil the flower of 
youth ! and God the dregs of old age! 
' Therefore God rejected Caiz's Sacri-, 
fice, becauſe it was ſtale before he 
brought it, Gen. 4. 3. There is little 
hope of their ſalvation , who are nevet 
violent for Heaven, till their diſeaſe 
gtows violent. 


6. It reproves thoſe that are ſo far 6. Branch; 


from uſing this violence for Heaven, 
that they deride it, Theſe are your 
zealous ones: 2 Pet. 3. 3. In the laſt daies 
tere ſhall be ſcoffers. Holy walking is 
become the object of derifion, Val. 
89. 12. 1 dm become the ſong of the 
” dranhard:. This ſhews a vile heart, 
+ There are ſome, who though thy have 
"Ho; goodneſs themſelves , yet honour 
. 12 them 


= je 


with Chriſtin Heaven; a Papiſt ſtand- 


-1hmacl-ſpirit ! {t is a ſigu of a man given 


* 
ar 


Gad ſcorns: 


3 


happy or as if a 
Hurt them. Such are | | 
1 1: The ignorant, who ſhut theireye 


Medven taken by Storm. 
them that are good. Herod reverenced 
Jobs Baptiſt. But what Devils are they 
who ſcoft at goodneſs , and reproach | 
others for doing that which God com- 
mands ! This age produceth ſuch as ſit 
in the chair of ſcorners, and throw their 
ſquibs at Religion. Io Bohemia, when 
ſome of the Marty rs were the next day 
to ſuffer, they comforted themſel ve: 
with this, that this was their laſt Sup- 
per, and to morrow they ſhould feaſt 


= a = = 


ing by, aſked them in a jear , if Chriſt 
had any Cooks in Heayen to dreſs their 
Supper ? Oh take heed of ſuch an 


over to the Devil. God ſcorneth the 
corner, Prov. 3. 34. And ſure he (hall F 
never live with God , whoſe company 


7. It reproves them who inſtead of 
taking Heavenby force, keep it off bj 
farce 3 as if =_ were afraid of bei 

rown of glory woul 


againſt the light, and refuſe; d be 
taught the way to Heaven, Heſes . 
Thou bat rejected Knowledge. The Habe, 
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Heaven teien by Stores. 
word ſigni ſies, to rejeR with diſdain. * ®*8 
As I have read of a Scorch Biſhop, who 


\ thanked God he never knew what the Old. 


and New Teſtament was *, I wonder * Aa & 
where that Biſhop took his text. =; Bn 
2. Theprophane, who hate to be ad- 
moniſhed, and had rather die than re- 
form, Amos 5.10. They bate him thatre- 
buketh in the gate. Theſe keepoff Hea- 
ven by force. Such were thoſe, 4d. 
13. 46. Seeing you put away the Word 
Fom you, The Greek word may be «wi#a+- 
rendred, ſeeing you ſhuff it away with | 
our ſhoulders. As if a lick man ſhould 
bole out the Phyſician, leſt he ſhould 
cure him, Job 21. 14. #ho ſay unto the, 
Almighty depart from as. God is loth tabe 


gone ; be woes and beſeecheth ſinners 


to accept of terms of mercy; he is loth 
to be gone, but ſinners will have him 
gone; They ſay to bim, Depart. May 
not we ſay to theſe, quir effaſcinauit? 


. -wbo bath bewitched jou? What madneſs 
beyond Hyperbole is this, that you 
. . ſhould not ooly forſake merey, but fight 


againſt it 3 as if there were davger in 


onde Heaven: Theſe who put away 


from them, are felode ſe, they 
ly periſh; they would not 
I 3 hear 


 - 


Uſe 3. 
Examina- 
non, 


Heaven taken by Storm: 
hear of any thing that ſhould ſave them. 
Were it not a ſad Epitaph to be written 
upon a man's Tomb-ſtone , Here lies 
one that murdered himſelf ? This is 
the condition of deſperate ſinners, they 
keep off Heaven by force; they are 
ſelf-murderers. Therefore God writes 
their Epitaph upon their grave, Hoſea 
1 9. O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtreyed thy 
k * 

3. Let us then examine whether we 
= forth this holy violence for Heaven? 

bat is an empty Profeſſion without 
this? like a Lamp without Oyl. Let us 
all aſk our ſelves, What violence do we 
uſe for Heaven? 


1. Do we ſtrive with our hearts to 


get them into an holy frame ? How did 
David awaken all the powers of his 
ſoul to ſerve God, Pſal. 57.8. 7 my ſelf 
will awake early, The heart is like a 
Bell chat is a long while a raiſing. 

2. Do we ſet time apart to call our 


ſelves to an account, and try our evyi- 


riouſly inquiſitve into the Rate a 


dencesfor Heaven, P/al. 7 7.6. My Spirit 
ade diligent ſearch, Do we take our 
hearts as a Watch all in pieces 4 tb fee 
what is amiſs and mend it. Ate ween- 


— — Storms 
' ſouls. } Are we afraid of painted 
grace, as of painted happineſs ? | 
3. Do we uſe violence in prayer? 
Is there fire in our Sacrifice ? Both the 
ey wind of the Spirit filling our ſails, eauſe 
groaws unutterable ? Rom. 8. 26. Dowe 
-» | pray in the morning as if we were to 
- | die at night ? 


by 4. Do we thirſt for the living God? 
Are our ſouls big with holy deſires, 
@ ſal. 73. 25. There is none wpon earth 


> ay ſoul deſires beſides tbee. Do we 
+ {| - defire holineſs as well as Heaven? Do 
we defire as much to look like Chriſt, 
as to live with Chriſt ? Is our deſire 
conſtant ? Is this fpiritual pulſe ever 
, beating ? 

f 5. Are we ſkilled in ſelf denial? Can 
0 we deny our eaſe, our aimes, our in- 
7 tereſt 2 Can we croſs our own will to 
fulfill God's? Can we behead our be- 
loved fin? To pluck out be right oe 
requires yiolence, 

6. Are we overs of God ? It is not 
how much we do, but how much we 
love. Doth love command the eaſtle of 
our hearts 2 Doth Chrift's heauty and 
ſweetneſs :confirajin , 2 Cor. J. 14. 

Ri love Cod more than we fear 
A I4 7.0 


— 


W. 
5 22 © 


Nero Tur 
1 mgocdur. 
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4 Do we keep our ſpirityal watch? 
do weſet ſpies in every place, watchi 
our thoughts, our eyes, our — 
Whey de have prayed againſt ſin, do 
We wuch againſt temptation ? The 
having ſealed the ſtone'of Chriſt's 
1 „yen à watch, Matth. 27.66. 
After we have been at the Word, or 
Sacrament (that ſealing Ordinance) do 
weſt. a watch) 
8. Do we preſs aſter further degrees 


of ſanctity ? Phil. 3. 13. Reathing 1 


anto thoſe things which are before . 
good Chriſtian is a wonder ; he the 
moſt contented, yet theleaſt ſatisfied 3 
de is contented with a little of the 
world, but not Tatisfied with a little 
grace 3 he would ſtill have more Faith, 
aud be anointed with freſb Oyl. Paul de- 
fired-to attain unto the reſurredion of the 
dead; Phil: 3. 11. that is, he eddeavour- 
ed (if poſſible) to arrive at ſuch a 
meaſure of grace as the Saints ſtall 
have at the Reſutrection. 

9. Is there an holy — in us? 
d0 we labour to odt- ine others in 
Religion? To be more eminent fer 


been Ns 4 aut _ * = 9 1 


though we walk on Earvb, do we trade — 
139. 17. 1 a ftil with thee. Tbis re- 


Heben takgn by Ster. © yi 
Do we Geet which is fiogular ? 
Math. 5. 4 wingy —. 
others * f n 

10. Are we got above the wit 


in Heaven? Can we lay as David , Pſal.-. . 


are uſually violent. 


ly never did Noab ſo willingly put forth 


quires violence; for -motjons upward: 


11. Do we ſet our * 4 un- 
der God's eye? Pſal. 16. 9. I have ſet 
the Lord alwaies before me, "Do we live 
ſoberly and gedlily , remembring -what- 
ever we are doing, our Judge looks 


on? 
If it be thus with us, we are happy $657 
perſons. This is the boly violence the ; 


text ſpeaks of, and is the right way of 
taking the Kingdom of God. And ſure- 


his hand to receive the Dove into the 
Ark, as Jeſus Chriſt will put forth hies 
hand to receive us into Heaven. . 

4. It exhorts all Chriſtians to this ue Eu- 
holy violence for Heaven. But before | 
= the exhortation, let me remove 

ome Objections that may be made 
| this bleſſed violence. 

ut we have no power of our Objed. 1. 
3 5 ſelves 


en #aken by. Storm, 


ſelves to fre our ſelves ? you bid us be 
lent, as if you ſhould bid a man tied 
in letter sto walk. 


„ 


come, effectually operate to our own 
ſalvation. Before converſion we are 
purely paſſive; and when God bids us 
convert and turn, this is to ſhew us 
what we ovght to do, not what we cas 


do. Tet let us do quogd poſſe , what we 


are able. 

1. We have power to avoid thoſe 
Rocks, which will certainly ruine our 
ſouls; Imean, greff ſiws. A man needs 
not to be in bad company ; he needs not 
ſwear, or tell a lye; nor would he doit 


ifit were by Law death to ſwear an 


Oath, 

2. We have power to put ourſelves 
ypon the uſe of means, praying, reading, 
holy conference; this will condema 
men at the laſt day ; they do not act ſo 
vigorouſly in their ſphere as they 


might ; they do not uſe the means, and 


try whether God will give grace. Go 
will come with that ſilencing queſti 

at laſt, Why didſt not thou put my mug ts 
the Exchangers 8 Matth. 25. 17, | Why 


didſt not thou improve that powes 1 1 


gave thee? 2. Though 


Tis; true, We cannot till grace 


-. 


* 


ter ſal vation, becauſe God hath made a 


Heaven taken by 8torm, 123 „ 
. Though we have not power to * 
fave our ſelves, yet we muſt purſue af- | 3 


promiſe of grace, as well as to grace. He 
hath: promiſed to circumciſe our hearts 5 
to put his Spirit within w; to in«ble us. 
to walk in his ſtatutes, Ezek. 36. 27.90 
that by prayer we are to put the bond 
in ſuit , and to preſs God with his own 
promiſe. Though I will not ſay with 
the Arminians, upon our endeayour 
'God is bound to give grace; yet he is 
not wanting ” — on ſeek his | — 
race: * Nay, he denies his grace to -* 
— but — that wilfully refuſe it, E. F 
Pſal. 81.11. Iſrael would none of me, "a 
2. But this offering violence is hard, Oed. a. 
and I ſhall never be able to go thorow it. 
Admit-it be hard, yet itisa duty, and Rg. 1. 
there is no diſputing duty. God hath 
made the way to Heaven hard. 
To try our Obedience. A child obeys 1. 
his Father , though be command him 
hard things. Peter's obedience and love 
was tryed when Chriſt bade him come 
to him u the water. 
God doth it that he may raiſe the 2. 
price of heavenly things. Were the 


Kingdom of lory eaſily obtained , we 
VI 4? 2 9 ſhould 


— 


He even faden by Storm. 
ſhould not have valued it to its worth. 
Such is our nature, that we flight thi 
which are eaſily come by. If Pearls 
were common , they would ſoon fall in 
their price. If Chriſt and Heaven 
ht be bad without. violence, theſe 
bleſſings of the firſt. magnitude would 
not have been had in ſuch high vene- 
ration. | 

But let not the difficulty be objected. 
What though ſalvation-work be hard. 

r. Is it not barder to lye in Hell? Is 
not ſuffering vengeance worle thanof- 
fering violence? 
2. We do not argue fo in other 

things. An eſtate is hard to come by, 


therefore we will fit ſtill: No, difficul- 


ty doth the more het and ſharpen our 
indeavour; and if we take ſuch pains 
for theſe inſcriour things, how ſhould 
we for that which is more noble and 
ſublime ! The profit will abundantly 
countervail the labour. 

273. Though the buſineſs of Religion 
atfirſt ſeems hard, yet when once we 
are entred into it, it is pleaſant. When 
the wheels of the ſoul are oiled with 
grace, now a Chriſtian moves in Relis 
gion with facility and W 

1 


Heauen taken by Storm. 12g 
I delight in the Law f God. in the inward 
gs wear, Chriſt's yoke atthe firſt putting 
1s on ſeem heavy ; but when ance it is 
in on, it is eaſie . To ſerve God, to love 
MN Cod, to enjoy God, is the lwee; eſt free- 
ſe domi in the world. The Poets ay , the 
d top of Ohh is alwaies d The * a_ 
* firſt climbing up thę rocky hill gf Hear fe 
ven is hard to feſh and blood;but when 2 
wee are gotten up towards the top, there 
. is peace and delight ; we ſeeapleaſant 
$ proſpect, and are ready to cry; out as 
Peter on the Mount of transfiguration, 
It is good to be. here. What. hjiddes 
' Alanna do we now find l this, is the. an- 
| ticipation or foretaſt of glory. 
3. But if I put my ſelf upon this vio; Objedl. 3. 
, lent exerciſe in Religion, then ſhall 
loſe that pleaſure I have in my (io, my 
mirth and melody, and I ſhall exchange 
delight for labour ; and ſol ſhall be n 
more Naomi, but Marah. Voluptuaus 
perſons peak. as the Fig · tree jn the Pa; 
rable, Jxdg. 9. Shall I lave.,my aiveß 
and ſweetneſ, all wy former pleaſures, 
| "7 offer yiolence to Heaven, live 
ict mortified life? This croſſeth the 
ſtream of corrupt nature. 
Lene the pleaſure in fin / The Scri- 4. x. 
' pture 


_ 


2. 


| fenden taken by Sthrae: 
pture doth ſo deſcribe fin, that one 
would think there ſhould be little plea- 
ſure in it. The $cripturecalls it, 

I. Oe, a debt. Sin is compared to 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, Math. 
18, 24. Atalent of gold among the He- 
brews, was valued at almoſt four thou- 
ſand pounds. Ten thouſand talents is 
= fpurative ſpeech ', to expreſs how 
a debt fin is; and do you call 


eat 
Bis a Gleaſure ? is it any pleaſure for a 
man | 


tobe in debt 7 
9. Scripture calls fin a diſeaſe, 


Ja. 1. 5. The whole bead is ich, Is it any 


pleaſure tobe fick? Though all do not 
feel this fickne(s,yetthe leſs the diſtem- 


per is ele, the more mortal. 


3. The Scripture compares ſin to 
Gall and is ormmood, Dent. 29. 18. It 
breeds a bitter worm in the conſcience, 


What a worm did Spira feel? Sin ſtin 


a man with wrath, Job. 3. 34. And do 
ou call this a pleaſure? ſure you pat 
ter for ſweet, Iſa. 5. 20, da 

The pleaſures of ſin do gratifie only 
the leaftive part of man, not the*'ra» 
tional. Pleaſures are called carnah;*be- 


cCauſe they delight only the body. How: . 
©. abſurd was that ſpeech of the clin | 


11. — 
* 


— 
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in the Goſpel, when he was ſpeaking 


of 
dis ſtore of goods, and his barns being 


full, Soul, take thine caſe, Lnke12, 19. 


He might have ſaid more properly, Body 


#akevhine eaſe 3 for his ſoul was never 
the better for his riches, nor could ie, 
feel any delight in them. Though his 


bayns were full, his ſoul was empty. 


Therefore when Satan tell thee, If thou 
uſeſt violence for Heaven,; ,thoy wilt 
loſe all thy pleaſures: aſk, him, what 


; Pleaſures axe they Satan ? ſuch as pleaſe 


only” the ſenſes, they do not delight 


the mind; they do not comfort the con- 
ſcience ʒ they are ſuch deligbts wherein 


the bruit creatures do exceed me. 


1 


3. Theſe ſugred pleaſures in ſin the 


Scripture faith arg but »pinaye, for 4 


feaſon', Heb. 1 1. 15. Like fire in ſitaw; | 


out, 1 Jeb. 2. 17. The worldpa{{eth away, 
ani the lufts thereof. It paffetb away 
ſwiftly as a ſhip under fail. Worldly 
pleaſures periſh in the uſing ; like a fly- 
ibg ſhadow , or flaſh of lightning; and 
are theſe to be preferred before an ter- 
wah weight of glory 7 5 NN 

4. The preſent ſweetne( which is in 
fig will turn to bitterneſs at laſt. * 
$4) hay | - #2 


which makes à blaze, ee, 


ave p Storm. 
the the Bock the Þ hes eat, Ezek, 
. Sweet in the mouth, but bitte in 12 
1 belly. H is ſweet, but it turns to 
2 Sin is a ſweet poiſon *; it delights 
— th te palate, but torments the bowels, 
When ace the finner 's eyes cottle to be 
| — at death , and he feels ſome 
6 . of God's wrath in his conſcience, 
then he will cry out, 2 hortour , and 
be ready to lay violent hands upon 
himſelf. . 
ſin, as Solomon of wine, Prov, 23. 32 
Laol noi on the wine when it is red, when 
ii ſhes its colour ia the glaß, afterwards 
* 4 35- if bites like « Serpent *, So look not on 
e the ſmiling pleaſures of finz be not de- 
rorges., lighted with its beauty, but; * zhted 
eee la- with its ſtin o the 
Fas, Ti g n i damned in it . any 
r Feb pleaſure now in their 
* © fins? Hath their cp of 
- wrath ote drop of hony in it > Oh re- 
member, aſtet the goldew Crowns, and 
womens. hair ,- come the Liong teeth, 
Kev. 9. 8. Thus I have adſwered the 
firſt part of the Objection ; I ſhall loſe 
all wy pleaſures in ſin. 
2. If I pur. pode 8 5 pal 1 
ion, I ſhall exchange my delight | 
, ee file, 
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| }) Chriſtian would not 
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Www 


labour · I.cuſt dig a 


, Though ſtuſe vio 
43 e els lber 


—. 14. elight, P/al. 138. 3. They 


fall fing in the waies of the Lord. To ſend 
out fauh 272 to view the heavenly" 


Cangen , pluck a bunch of Grapes 
there ; what * is hereꝰ K. 13.13. 
Joy inbelicving. To love God(ignaphot 
all A N are combined FF 
ſweet is it | To love beauty is delight 
ful. To walk among the promiſes as 
among beds of ſpices, aud taſte the 
fruit, oh how pleaſgat ! The labqur 
of a Chriſtian brings. peace of con- 
ſcience, and joy in the Holy Ohaſt, 


—$ed juvat ipſe labo 


And whereas it is ſaid that this holy 
violence takes away our joy, and while 
we work we mult N 5 Ianſwer, a 


e without theſs 


tears. The tears of a Saint ( ſaith Be- 
mara] have more true joy in them, than 
dll, worldly delight. The 0zl of Joy is 
for 8, II. 61. 3- 

4. I wo 


K Heaveo, 


| — the 
Rock, and while I work here 


uſe this violence for Oh 


re 1 


4 


- "Heaven #4 en by Storm, 
"Heaven, but [ ſhall expoſe my Who the 
cenfure and ſcorn of others. They will 
wonder to fee me 5 altered, and think 
f it nothing but a religiqus phrenſie. 2 
Rep. 1.  * Confider who reproach” thee ; they.. 
* Miuroe es Baia, 4 are the wicked &; ſuch a 
en ions 22 if Qrilt ers alive on 
20.6776 ov erte , 79 earth, would, reproach 
ed v54goy ld ert pf, They. are blinded, ; 
by God of the world; 2 Cor. 4. 4. 
It is atif a blind man ſhould reproach a 
beautifull face. wh $7 | [ 
2. What do they reproach thee for? 
tis for offering violence for Heaven. Is | 
it adiſgraceto belabouring for a King-⸗ 
dom ? Tell them thou art doing the | W 
work that Cod hath ſet thee about. Bet- 
ter they ſhould reproach thee for work - 
iog in the Vineyard, than God damn |} w} 
thee for not working 
3. Jeſus Chriſt was reproached for | an 
thy ſake, Heb. 12. 2. He endured the | py, 
"ſhame of the Croß; and wilt bot thou be |} 
"contented to bear reproaches for him? | 
Theſe are but the chips of the Croſs, 
Which are rather to be deſpiſed than 
laid to heart. | bn dy Bate 
Objecl. 5. If uſe this holy violence, and turh | 
religious, then 1 ſhall loſe ſuch yearly: 
| = profits 


mie ie by Stork. 1 


be profit which my fin bath brought jt. 
$ 


Amaziah ſaid, What ſhall 1 do foi'vhe 
Dk | Shandred Talents ? 2 Chron. 25. 99. 
'F Is there'any profit iff find did be Rep. 1. 

©. ny one thrive upon that Trade d by 

45 tbat time you have ciſt up the recke n- 
n ng you will find but little profit. ; 
h 1. By the incomes that fiſi brings if, 


d. | — treaſureſt up Vengeance, Ross. | 
. "JWhile thou putteſt uvjaſt gain in hy * 
A bag, God puts wrath in hi vio! 3 and 


will you call this profit "Pay | 


s | " Egyor dir" adixay K νẽ¼/ i dung.” © * H. 


© / | Whatever mony a man gets in a finful 

*. way; be muſt pay intereſt for it in heli 

2. That cannot be for” thy profit 

1 | which makes thee come off a loſer” 

laſt. Thou loſeſt Heaven and thy ſoalʒ 

' | and what can countervall this f 

* '| What * 4 man profited” if ' be gan 

16 hole world, and loſe bir own 

"Math, 16. 26; God cue ee 

Math given a mau two eyes q if he loſe 

dne, he hath dodther 3; bat he hath but 

one ſoul, and if that be loſt , he is un- 

done for ever. | (avs 

But Ic have ſo much buſineſs in The Okjed. 6. 
8 | K 2 world, 


n token by Store. 


that ] ann find no time for 
—— ae, Abe Ling of of. eve 
„When t 


ted him with ei] pm 
Bo treating Prapinet iA, J — 
f at 


leiſare. Cat 
Sex the ſol ofof this objetion:What 
is the main a of life, but looking jo 
after the foul ?_ and for men to ſay they 
ave immerſed in the world, that th 
mind their ſouls, is moſt abſard a 
and tration]. This 1 to make the 
ter give war to the leſſe. As ĩf aq 
uſban —_ lay, —— » buſie in] 
2 or after his Bees, that 
debe 2 no time CY or ſow. What 
I: his occupation but vowyg ? Such 4 
won dneſo is it to hear men fay,, they are 
2 about the world, Ant they 
| ve no time for their ſouls. 6 4 
' Rep. 2, © (Gould Gag find ometegbiok of thy 
faly#tion? could Jeſus Chriſt find time 
te come ihte the world, and be here 
nove 1 er in carrying on this 
great oof thy empti on,, and 
coſt thou ſiad no time to look * it 2 
I: the e little that which 
ahſtructs this violence for Heaven? 2 
mony periſh with thee. 
N 3. * Cao tou fad time for thy body d 
ics 
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— 
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e __w 


a« oA6 ff. 
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des tal hy Stow. _ 
r thiſ time to eat and ſleepꝰ and not find time 
*dao\for thy ſoul ? canſt thou find time ti 
itha zmploy about thy recreation? and 
1«n\time to employ about thy falyatiog? 
& canſt thou find time for idfeviſits? and 
go time to viſit the Throne of Grace? 
oh take heed thou goeſt not co Hell 
vey] in thecroud of worldly buſineſs. Jeſbua, 
who was a Commander of an Arwy, 
il yet his work as a Souldier was not to 
kinder his work as a Chriſtian : he muſt 
a pray as well as fight; and take the Book 
of the Law in his hand, as well as the 
darf sword, 705. 1.8. 
hat Thou, whoſoever thou art that makeſt 
hf this Obje&ion about worldly buſineſs, 
Ae] Jet me aſk thee, Doſt thou think in thy 
JI conſcience that this will be a good ex- 
1 Euſe at the laſt day, when God ſhall afk 
by} thee , why didſt thou not take pains for 
Ne} Heaven? thou ſhalt ſay, Lord, I was ſo 
Te] ſteeped in worldly buſineſs, that I was 
us] hindered, Were it a good plea for a 
di} ſervant to ſay to his Maſter, he was fo 
drunk that he could not work ? Truly, 
af 'tis much like thine, to ſay thou wert 
Y | ſo drunk with the cares of the world, 
that thou couldeſt not be violent far 
4 the Kingdom, 2 
N K 3 Havigg 


JMI 


Motive. 1. 
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eee by. Storm. 


Haviog anſwered theſe ,Objetions, 


let me re- aſſume the exhortation, preſ- 
ing all Chriſtians to this violence for 
the heavenly. Kingdom. As David; 
three Worthies ventured-their lives, 
and brake thorow the hoaſt of the Phi- 
Alis for water, 2 Sam. 23.16, Such a 
kind of violence muſt weuſe, breaking 
through all dapgers for obtaining the 
Water of life. 

1. Conſider. the deplorable condi- 
tion we are in by nature ; aſtate of mi- 
ſery and damnation; therefore what 
violence ſhould we uſe to get out of it! 
Were one plunged into quick-ſands , 
would he not uſe violence to get out? 
Sin is a quickſand, and is it nat wiſdom 
to extricate our ſelves out? David be- 
ing encompaſſed with enemies, ſaid, His 
foul was among Lions, ſal. 57. 4. Tis 
true in a ſpiritual ſenſe, our foul is 
among Lions. Every (1a is a Lion that 


would devour us, and if we are in the 


ions Den, ſhall we not uſe violence to 
et out? The Angels uſed violence to 
A they laid hold on him, and pulled 
him out of Sodom, Ger. 19. 16. Such 
yiolepce muſt be uſed to get out ofthe 
ſpiritual Sodom. It is no ſalety to 
1 e "hay 


* + 4 ww Cs 
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Heaven taken by Storm. . . 


ſtay in the enemies quarter. y 
2. It is poſſible that in the ge of Motive. © 
means we may arrive at happineſs.” Im- * 
poſſibility deſtrojes endeayour : but 
here is a door of hope opened. The thing 
is feaſible. It is not with us as with the 
damned in Hell; there is a tomb-ſtane, 
rolled over them. But while we are 
under the ſound of Aaron's Bell, andthe 
Silver Trumpet of the Goſpel is blown Me 
in ourears, while the Spirit of Grace _ - = 
breaths on us, and we are on this ſide 
the grave; there is great hope that by 
holy violence we may win Paradiſe. An 
abſolute impoſſibility of ſalvation is on- 
ly for them who have finned the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and cannot re- 
pent, but who theſe are is a ſecret ſeal- 
ed up in God's Book: elſe here is a great 
encouragement to all to be ſerious and 
earneſt in the matters of eternity, be- 
cauſe they are yet in a capacity of mer- 
cy, no final ſentenceis already paſſed ʒ 
God hath not yet taken up the draw- 
bridge of mercy, Though the gate of 
Paradiſe is ſtrait, yet it is not ſhut. This 
ſhould be as Oyl to the wheels, to make 
us lively. and active in the buſineſs of 
ſalyation, Therefore as the Huſband- 
7 K 4 man 


mau glows ia hope, James 5, So we ſhould 
pray hope ; do all our work for Hea- 
1 hope for the white flag of mer- 
4 et held forth. 80 long as there 
pas Corn to be had in Exypi, the Sons 
of Jacob would not fit ſtarving at home, 
Ges. 42. 3. So there is a Kingdom to be 
obtained ; therefore let us not fit ſtarv- 
ing in our fins any longer. 


. Motive. This violence for Heaven is the grand 
bufinels of our lives: What did we 


not come hither only to eat and drink 
aud wear fine cloaths ; but the end of 
our living is, to be violent for the 
Kingdom of glory. Should the body 
only be tended, this were to trim the 
ſcabbard, and let the blade ruſt: to 
preſerve the lumber', and let the child 
be burnt. Godſends us into the world 
as a Merchant ſends his FaQor to trade 
for. him beyond the Seas. So God 
ſends us bither to follow à ſpiritual 
trade; to ſerve him aud ſave our ſouls. 
If. we ſpend all our time ant aliud agen- 
da, aui nibil, in dreſſing and ing 
our bodies, or idle viſits, we ſhall give 
but a ſad account to Cad, when be hal 


- 
ang- 
LE 
= * 


come into the world for elfe? we did 


ſend us a letter of ſummons by death, 


SA 41 
„ 7 


ran to evil *,, Violent 


Py 
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and bid us give an acc © of, our 


| time in which they are to provide for a 


God ; it is the main errand of our 
' living here ; ſhall we go out of the 


- | er, that they would ſpare no coſt in 


Heaven token by Storm. 137 
Stewardſhip. Were not he mac 
blamed that ſbpiild ba ve a great deal of 
Timber given bim to build him an 
houſe, and he ſhould cut out all this 
brave Timber into chips? Juſt ſo is the 
caſe of many; God gives them precious 


Kingdom, and they waſte this time of 
life, and cut it out all into chips. Let 
this excite violence in the things of 


world and forget our errand ? 

4. How violent are the wicked in 4 Metre 
wales of fin ! violent for their malici- 
ous luſts, Prov. 1. 16, Their feet 


for their unclean luſts. 2947037 bed mur: 
Ammon offered violence —— 1 
to his Siſter, be would 

haye bis luſt, though it coſt him his life, 
Sinners tire out themſelves in the De- 
vil's drudgery , Jer 9. 5. They weary 
theraſeives to commit iniquity, They are 
out of breath with ſin, yet not out of 
love wich ſin, ** 30. 38. They are mad 
wen their Idols. So violent were the 


their 


leaven taken. by tors. 
their Idglatrous worſhip, I/. 46. 6. 
r J gold ont of the bag. Sofierce- 
ly wete they bent uz on Idolatry, that 
they would ſacrifice, their Sons and 
Daughters to their Idol godi, Jer: 3 1.35. 
They built the bigh places of Baal to cauſe 
their Sons and Dawghters to paſs thorow 
the fre. Were men thus violent * 
their luſts and Idols; and ſhall. not᷑ we 
be violent for a Kingdom? Nay, you 
that are now ingrafted into Chriſt, how 
violent perhaps have ſome of you been 
formerly in evil? how did you once 
ſpend your ſelves in a ſinſul way ! like 
Paul, who before his conve t ſion breathed 
out threatning and ſlaughter ogainſ# the 
Diſciples of the Lord, Ad. 9. 1. Perhaps 
you have been violent in drawing 
others to lin, you have been tempters 
to them; and perhaps ſome. of them 
whom you have ſeduced to ſin, are now 
crying out of you in Hell, and faying, 
Fhey bad never come there if it had 
not been for your example; ſhould not 
the conſideration of this humble you ? 
ſhould not this make you the more vio- 
lent in Religion, that yon may bring 
ſome glory to God before you die ? 
ſhould not you be as induſtrious to ſave 

| | ſouls, 


"3 


— , 


Heaven talen by Storm. 
ſouls, as you have been to damn them ? 
Were you to live to the age of Hethyſa- 
lem, you could never do God ſervice 
ſufficient for the diſhonour you have 
done to him. 


5. This holy violence hath much de- 3. youre; 


light mingled with it, Prov. 3. 17. AZ 
her waies are pleaſantneſ. Though the 
way of Religion hath thorns in it (in 
reſpect of perſecution) yet it is full of 
Roſes, in reſpect of that inward peace 
and content that the ſoul finds in it. 
A man is violent at his recreation ; but 
there is an inward delight he takes in 
it which ſweetens that violence. St. Paul 
made Religion his recreation, Rom. 
7. 2. 1 delight in the Law of God afier 
the inward man. lu the Greek, i, 
I take pleaſure ; not only Heaven itſelf 
is delightful , but the way thither. 
What raviſhing delight hath agracious 
ſoul in prayer ! 7/4. 56. 7. I will make 
them joyful in the houſe of prayer. What 

delight in holy contemplation! A Chri- 
ſtian hath ſuch illapſes of the Spirit, 
and meets with ſuch trans figurations of 


ſoul, that he thinks himſelf half in Hea- 


ven. Serving of God is like gathering 
of Spices, or Flowers, wherein * is 
| | ome 


Heaven taken by Stores. 
ſome labour, but the labour is recom- 
penſed with delight. The way of fin 
hath bitterneſs in it. The ars while 
they lick the honey, are ſtung with the 
Bees. So while men are following their 
luſts, they have checks of conſcience , 
which are a foretaſt of Hell. Petter 
want the honey; than have this ſting. 
But the violence for Heaven is ſpiced 
with ſuch joy, that it is not laboux, but 
plesſure. 
6. Motive. © V. This violence and activity of 
| Spirit in Religion, puts a luſtre upon a 
Chriſtian. The more excellent any 
thing is, the more active. The Sun is a 
glorious creature, as a Gyant if run 
12s Race, Pſal. 19. 5. Fire, the nobleſt 
element, ſparkles vigorouſly, The An- 
gels are deſcribed with wings, 1/. 6. 2. 
| Which is an emblem of their ſwift obe- 
dience. The more violent we are in Re- 
ligion, the more Angelical we are. 

7. How violent was Chriſt about our 
ſalvation! He was in an Agony; he con- 
tinned all night in prayer, Luke 6. 12. 
He wept, he faſted, he dyed a violent 
death ; he roſe violedtly out of the 

raye, Was Chriſt ſo violent for our 
lyation, and doth it not become us — 
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be violent, who are ſo nearly con- 
cerned init? Chriſt's violence was not 
only ſatisfatory, but exemplary. It was 
not only to appeaſe God, but to teach 
us. iſt was violent in dying, to 
teach us ts — * money 4 * b 
8. This viglence bri 5 8. Mb 
motion tends to reſt, Eeb.4.9 There * * Omar 
aaineth a reſt for the geaple of Geol. l- 24 
deed, there is a motion which doth not ws.  *. 
tend to reſt: they who axe violent in a 
way of ſin, ſhall never have reſt, Ren. 
4. 8. They reſt not day and night, Such 
ns are graceleſs , (ball be reſtleſs. But 
the violence a Chriſtian takes; leads to 
zeſt. As the weary Traveller fits down 
at night and reſts him, ?ſal. 116, 2. 1. * 
zura to thy reft, O my ſal. Holy violence 
is like the flying of No«b's Doye to the 
Ark, where it found reſt. , // 
9. If we uſe what violence we are 9. 
able, God will help us, Pn. 12. 6 
God who worketh in yon both to mill and to 
do, The Spirit helps us in prager; and 
ſo propprtionably in all other duties of 
Religion, Rom. 8. 26. The Premi 
courageth, aud the Spirit enableth. In 
all earthly Races a man runs in his own 
Rrengah ; but in the Race to Heaven 


a 


Hades Saken by Stork. 
we have the Spirit of God helping us ; 
he not only gives us the Crown, when 
we have done running 3 but he gives 
us legs to run 3 he gives exciting andaf- 
ſiſting grace; the Spirit of God helping, 
makes our work eaſie. If another helps 
do carry a burden, it is Ieſs difficult. If 
the Loadſtone draw the Iron, it is not 
l Hurd for the rot to move If the Spieit 
„* Goch a a divide Loadſtone, draw 
and move the heart in obedience; now 
| Me work goes on with more facihity. 

10. Motixe . 10. This bleſſed violence in Reli- 
gion Would be preventive of much 

nin. While men are idle in the Vine“ 

yard, they are a prey to evety tempta- 
tion. We do not ſowour ſeed infallow 
8 Satan doth ſow moſt f 

Dis ſeed of cłtaptatiom in heatrs thatilye 

fallow Wherrhe ſees perſons unimploy- 

1.0: 9 ed 7 he will find them work to do he 
WwHI-ſtit them up to one ſin or other; 
"Matth. 13.25. While men ſlept, the ene- 
- wy ſowed fares, When Satan finds men 
ia a drowſie condition, theirfl>eping 
time is his tempting time 3 but by hol 
violeng we prevent the Devil's deſiguʒ 
e i To buſied about falvation's thi 
we have no leiſure to liſten to a tampta 
1 ä tion 


Fr 


542 


Heaven taken by Storm.” 
tion; St. Mierbm gave his friend this 
advice, to be alwaies well employed, 
that when Satan came with a temptation 
be might find him working in the. Vine- 
yard. When the bird is flying itisſafe, 
when it (its ſtill on the bough,, then 
it is io danger of being ſnot. When a 
Chriſtian fits ſtill, and is unactive, now 
the Devil ſhoots him with his fery 


dart. 


11, The folly of ſuch ac are violent 
for the world, but not for the Kingdom 
above; Alas, how infipidare all theſe 
things that we lay out our ſweat and 
violence upon, they will not make us 


happy. Kiog Selowor did as it were 


pur all the creatures into a Hmbeck, 
and ſtill out the quinteſſence of them, 
and bebold all was vanity, Ecelgſ. 2, C. 

I. Theſe earthly things that we ſo 
toil for, are uncertain, 1 . 6. 17. Tis 
uncertain whether we ſhall gyt them. 
All that are Suitors to a Virgin do dot 


ſpeed. All that come to a Lottery 


have nota prize. | | 
2. They are wnſatizfaBory. Could 
men heap up Silver Is duft 3 had they as 


much as the Devil promiſed Chriſt , 4 


the Kingdoms of ' the world, and 'rhe 
WI | glory 


II. Motive. 
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hath he that hath laboured for the wind ? 
3. They are traꝶſien i ; death feeds at 


like a Caftle of Snow ia the Sun: orlike 
a poſie of Hlowets which withers while 
we are ſmelling to it: O what folly js 
it to put forth all ones violence fox the 
world, which is but for 4 ſeaſes , and 
not for Chriſt and grace. As if a con- 
demned man ſhould be earneſt to get 
his dinner, but never mind getting bis 


pardon. 


dis violence is for a Kingdom“. The 
A du Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth violence: 
7% wir And what will we be violent for, if not 
Amn. for 2 Kingdom ; Mea will wade to a 
ingdom e. blood: This is a 
Kingdom worth ſtriving for. Cyprus N 

an Hand fo exceeding fertile and plea- 

ſant, that it was antiently called A. 

caria, which ſignifies Bleſſed; This title 

of Bleſſed may more fitly be given to 

the heavenly Kingdom. If the Moun- 

tains were Gold; if cyery Sand of the 


dea were a Diamond ; if the whole 
| 4 el 


3-yet they can Ro Wore 
the hrart, than a drop of water can 
Fll the ciſtern, Eccleſ. 5. 16. What profit 


the root. All worldly poſſeſſions are 


#: Motive. 12: Thenext motive is id the text: 


MO Mt at # athens. I U at my AR — — i A 


f ; gde Wuff TOW 
«| big 1 v en 
255 1 
le A* e 
is 
yo 
0 + a 2 8 PHY 1 
in, He whois moc 
t bath fein 880 ki 


Suse. 9 750 


J tieavey!y, Kingdon 13 . 


2 it'w Ink 

I 195 N 7 ark 35 
: N a og f there: © 
| 


J Us, 
20 Ng 1.8 Pew = 


| webe up the fort- 4 of oy ax” | 
ut 


2 x * 24 


of Paradiſe. | 2 
3: Io that blelted Kiag 


go jens by their diſcords and 
ities go about what in them lies 
en fiſts Prayer. But in the 


" "Heaven there is perfeZ 
"Me 5 25 it caſts gut fear, ſoſtrife. 


Bere, \athat Kingdom 
here Calvin and Lather 
that celeſtial Kingdom 


— or ſlandering 
85 thoſe 255 
edt to 


Ma 


iſtians/ that could not lwe 


al. Chriſt hog | 


. Act A The bg 1 


= KS JKaa>/STT n 


St  a&4 a a4 rere err 


1thy en ALF 
9s 0110 + A =D 
Hes d 
af jar K 4 test, 
eiven, as it 2 Bid of E 2 
hive Iten thy band 


e | 10.: V 
D 15 it Þ 2907. Ge 


5 4. place hs 


r thereds no want 
| eee . 1 
Kiche N EeSN hi 
| 22 f. 4 


, afe, * > rl 1 * a Gol 
pices.: e 
195 ee fobe hag, ;all comme 


bs 2 


=— 4 TP GL 
>) JD 
: . 
vat * wal Ci; TRILL 
, 


5 


„ 

15 # - "3 8 

| ite 7 
1 4444 10 4YIC 


row 
own n Bat tb 


ry, un 1 
| SE 


=— I" 


ME YO» i 8: 3 be Gb. © URRLTYT 


_— 


10g hey _ a 
were fied 


4 375 e 


Wunde will 1 = ) ; Ie ISA | , 
or this C 4 2 
will wil ey . far? . 15 ve mes > nf A 

wil 10 10 5 7 * 
are for . K 74 Se . 


— of Heaven, 5 1 #25 1 p 


Ne e ax; ; 3 
thy * 8 ſedſe 51 i = | ' | 
9 or 


"MA beheld itt wel guts 


tor go, 


net » 
Dr 


— — 


the 


have uſed ii e ? 


by- thir 'violedce ? My | 
Simay'; und the wine of 
— La 1 now evjo 


Nobel fo longed 
Sr wit) irbe to chink, 
rhisix he Heayeo my Saviour bled for, | 
8 ve 


tes degrees tf 9 
3 . the Role of con- 
oEglor Weesen. 


" fohls dej wtted 


Soda tboufand times mote fer 
_ ever we have done ; we 


| _ * more flouriſhi 


: * * 
+ 


us 
Heaven, furt᷑ thus they would wird 
we 76 Jevfe Bren! 1 while at 
dwell onthe earth agais, — 


with more life, act with wors zel; 
vo ye ſee, the more hath been ourl# 
bour, the more — our . | 


Bra is 4 


fo 22 


dung. L 

to give | „„ T1. 13. 
D 

# am.- bats ano uts, 

27, 92 air bed 05 


Heaven cor 
Truth in a pri 


red, Hoxajugg Fan. 
nn, 40. 11, c, 20, &c 
46 | n 1 
ena. wurf: 
q 30. . 


ha 
— their * 
and al 
7 2 PM hen, dee 70 : 
1 as 1 ere is made of | 
| 55 gra 47 Ih us , therefore b. 1 

| U 


nbefore it de to late, Indeed 
went apt to dream of + Jang life, wif 


we were not 8 but natives;; 


* ſta e alwaies: The 
. — ee de, to come to 


© 

i 

——— 384. the bud of : 
| 

{ 

| 

| 


youtly. hapes to — flower af 
| age 5: 90d; the fownrnof age Hopes 10 
| come to old age; and old age hopes to 
g. renew ins! ſtrength as the Fegle .; But 
* „ee liſe by a pair .of Sori 
Re . en, 
com ſhadow "a7; 
to. — Plal. 39, 3. as if 
there Wertzbut aiſpan'' berween-the | 
ctadle and ve, un chefs | 
«ile Is the dm of life ſo ſhort; 
0 — aware? 


eh ſlipp d — 3 


3 . 


hs 17 11 72 


" wh 7 
e Wa for 
Now i = LN, & 
hath prefixed 4 ti 
of Grace int 8 Ee 
r and) 
, Never Fun 


A'figh i hee Fe 720 


e 
* 
1 
f 
N 
t 
ö 
1 
1 
) 
) 


LE, rigging 
perſon 3 N Ts 


tb 
Cote 95 
Ver villbe no 7 5 


en hall © 


| | tothis, and endure 
ur * bs 


content now be ule 
wy, hut. * 
Kis 


WM tz ef A 
wi phos 2 Oh bare 
Es i 


fon 


. 
—_ 
7 4 
22 


Wilts: FEY oP k SERIE 4 js ar 
e l Md 


not 


| ſhall think — 14 did — 
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ation have joyned teſormation. 


Llothed and fed them, and for want 
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21. Whats vexation.t will ber 
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in Religions but I was. not violent 
enough 3 \I-prayed , but I ſhould have | 
brought fire-cothe facrifice. . I heard 
the word; but © ſhauld haue 


with faſting , but 1 ſhould with 


Chriſt's poor good werd ; I d b id bd . 
them be 'warwed , but I ſhould: X 


lutle more violence I bave loſt the 
The Prophet bade che King 
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ſalvation, | han away, lalvation- Such 
as will not) labour, thuſt be put at laſt 
to beg ; they wult beg as Diver ſor one 
drap uf water. An idle mad (faith. So- 
mum). baud in his boſom, Prov. 
19. 244 He ſhould have his band to the 
pough; and he puts it in his boſom. 
God never, made Heaven an hive. far 
done, Sloth is à diſeaſe 
N r A 
flugs/isa qreytothe Pirate. | 
1 A. onl ia a prey tabu W 8 
'$ Grocodily fleaps with; bis mauth 
tbe indian Nat gets into hi: — 
ente bis entraiis,. While men are 
g in lech vd Devil enters and 
them. 


13 en heed ar. conſulting wich leh 
 :and mood. As good conſult with the 
Devil u the fleſh,” The * . 
ee An enemy within the walls is 
© worſt The * out, there ig a 
33 | Lion 
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| * Chriſtian is like A Kartal foul: N 


g dier: good mind to the wg 1 
der, but is loth to ſtorm the Caſtle : 


be would fein have Heaven, but is Jath 


to take it by ſtorm. ——eerver animos 
Sloth is the ſout's * vil, 
lleeps Many inſtead of wo king odt of d. 


* 1 


not ſo violent for Heaven, ure thy ſelf. 
The fleſh ſaith as Jud, 121 s/o 
{re ? $o, what needs all thin pray- 
log and wreſtling ? why doſt thou waſte 
thy ſtreogth ? what needs all this waſte? 
The fleſh cries out for eaſe ; it is loth 
to put its neck under Chrift's yoak. The 
fied is for pleeſare ; it had rather be 
N than running the heavenly 
ace. There is a deſcription of fleſbly 
pleaſures, e 6. 4, 5; 6, That lie upon 
beds of Ivary', and ſtretch themſelves upon 
their Couch c, bas chaunt to the found 


of the Viol; that drink Wine in bois, 


and anom themſclues with the ebief oint- 
"err. Theſe are the delights of the 
Arſh. Such an ont was he ſpoken of in 
Beard s Theatre, that did ſtrive toplerſe 
all bis five ſenſes at oncr. He did be- 
ſprak a toom richly hung with fair 
Pictures; he had the molt delicious mu- 
ſick 3 he had all the choĩſe Atromaticks 
and Perſumes; he had all the Candies 
and curious Preſerves of the Confr- 
ctioner ; he was lodged iutbhe bed with 

2 beautiful Curtiſan: Thus did he in- 
dulge the fleſn, aud ſwore that be 
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Lon in the way. The fleſh will bid thee 
ſpare hy ff, as Pefer did Chijiſt : Obe 
2K 


would 
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- Bounce the fleſh. -. 


Heaven takew by Storms, | . 


would ſpend all his-eſtate to live one 
| week likes God, though be were ſure 


to be damned in Hell the next day. Js 


take heed of holding intelligence with 
the fleſu The ech i: is a bad Counſell 
St. Paul would hot confer with fleſb an 


blood,” Gal. 1. 16. The fleſh is a ſworn 
enemy to this holy violencg, Rg 


If ge tive after the fleſh. ye ſÞ 
have taken an oath 1 in £ 


Take heed of ani 
ſuch carnal friends av 
off from this bleſſed 
when in Snowy will ſag 
and by degt tes go ou, Wilong 
compauy you will foo 
for Religion The — . — 
wicked will fooner cool you, than your 
company will beat them Vinegar will 


- ſooner fowre the Wine, than the Wine 


will ſweeten the Minegar How often 
do carnal ſriends the ſame to our fouls, 
as infected perſons: do to our bodies, 
convey the Plague? The wicked are 
fril}-diſſwading us from: this violence; 
they will ay; it is preeiſeneſs and fragu- 


lartty- | As Chriſt's friends laidhold on 
him when be was gotog te preach, 
| N 2 Mark, 


8, 


Rt rome; 
Maph y-21. ' They | went out to lay Hola on 


ouch as are unacquainted-with the () pi- 
tituslity and ſweetneſs 66 Religion ; 
Naß all zeal phrenſie; aud therefore 
Hlay hold upon us to hinder us in 
this ſacred viplence. When we are 
net ſuitors te Piety , bur carnal 
ie ſome ill report of it, 
ur to break the match. 
ueſs of Vico, being 
wen, what a block in 
d his carnab Relations 


Dev great ſubtilties e binder 
us from Religion b our neareſt Rela- 
tions i and ſo to ſhoot us with our own 
fan unt Nb. He tempted adam by. bis wife“, 
r. "Gen: 3. 6. Who would have ſuſpected 

He Devil there He banded over a 
temptation to Job by his wiſe; Job. 219. 
Do thou ſtill. retain thine integrity © 


a 


. * chis-llivery, Curſe. God and die. Fhus 


bu; "for #hey ſud, be ir beſide $3wſelf.. | 


— — 
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Wbat notwithſtanding. allthete diſ- 
taſters that have befallen thee/ doſt thou 
till pray, and ſerve God? Throw off 


would the Devil have cooted Job's 
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beste for Heavens: bat the ſhield 
F ol bis faith quenched this fiery. dart. 


pl Spira's friends ſtooch in this way to 


D, Heaven, fob adviſiog with them about 
Te | Zuber Doctrine; they perſwaded 
in bim to Font 3 and ſo openly abjuriug 
re F his-forwerfaich ;, be felt an ** 
ul | his 3 Take beet rok: oh ow 

1% þ rempters;"refolves to 

b. 9 Heaven, thot ou 
nal friends ütvade young 
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fr me ber (breaſts that guvtg me ſuckt®1 
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> fake all and fly to Chriſt. [f our 
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„ them; ortread upon them 
Tae heed; vetting» up your 
bay in che loweſt pitc hot grace. He 
tit hath the leaſt grace ; 57 Kare 
| _ — ub 


to go to Hehven with" In drang: | 


* $5 mater 


nibi ubera 


deareſt beäeade alive would lie in dur 


-D 
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AF oqatry 1 . togetber *. A ſick man 
den bean debris l. Cato fr may have life, but is not 
” priwus. Corn. d Laps. lively. Grace may-live 


* 
fruit. KR . 


10. 


in the heart, but is ſickly, 


and doth not flouriſh into liyely. ads. 
Weak grace will not withſtand ſtrong 


remptatians ,' or carry through great 


ringe: it will hardly faden Chrift 
por . Water: Little grace will not 


* 


do Code ſervice." A Tree that 
h 


bath but fap, will n&t have much 
de (aid of ſome Chri- 

ia0s, thavgh they are not fil bora, 
yet they ate farvelings in grace: 
They are like a ſhip tbat comes with 
much ado to the Haven. Oh labour 


to gro to ſurther degrets of ſanctiey. 


The more grace, the mhre ſtrength ; 
and the more ſtrength, the more vio- 


lence. '; 


H you wovld be violent: for Hen“ 


ven, take;heed of this opiotor,* That 
it is not ſo hard to get the Kingdom; 
leſs violebcg will ſerve turo. He that 
thinks he aeed not tun a Race fo felt, 
wall be apt 10 flack büs pace. This 
hath uodone. many. Who will abe 
aim for: Heaven, thas thinks it may 
e had at a cheaper rate ? But if a 


9 7 q LI | oe 


be ſo eaſe what needs Chriſt fay; 
' Strive 4s in an Agony. What needed 


Paul beat down his body? Why doth 
the Text ſpezk of taking the Kingdom 
by force? Is not converſion called a 
new birth ? Joh. 3. 7. a Creation, Pſul. 
51. 10. and is that faci} ? O take heed 
ofphancying that work eafie which is 


| both above nature, and againſt it. Tis 


as. great a wonder for 4 ſou! to be 


=ſaved, 28 to ſee a mill- ſtone to be lift 


up into the middle Region. ' 77 
2. U'e thoſe meats which WiII pro- 
mote this holy violence, 

1. Keep up daily prayer. Prayer is 
the bellows that blows. up the affecti- 
ons; and a Chriſtian is moſt active, 
when his sffectious are moſt viblent, 
Prayer keeps the trade of Religion 
agoing. Prayer is to the ſoul, as the 


F -animalſpirits are to the body; the an- 


2. 
1. Pyro 
venda. 


mal ſpirits make the body more agile 


and lively.z ſo doth prayer the foul. 
That the motion ofa Watch may be 
uicker, the ſpring muſt be wound up. 


hriſtian, winde up thy heart every 


day by prayer. Prayer fetcheth in 
ſtreogth from Chriſt ; and when his 
ſtrength comes in, it ſets the ſoul a 

N 4 working. 


" gion. This is like the Rod of toy 


© Heaventakenby sir. 
working. Prayer leaves the heart in a 
good frame: As the morning Sun leaves 
a, warmth in the room all the day af- 
ter. When Chriſtians lay aſide prayer, 
or leave off fervency in it, then by de- 
grees they loſe their holy violence. 

If you would be violent for Heaven, 
get under lively preaching, The word 
is gvick and powerful, Heb, 4. 12. It puts 


lite into a dead heart. It is both _ 


ſword to cut down fin, and a ſpur to 


quicken grace- The word is a fire to: 


thaw a frozen heart, Jer. 23. 29. Is 
not my Word fire? As good almoſt be 


without preaching , as be under ſuch 
. preaching as will bot warm. It is a 


part of the Word, not only to ir, 
but to inſlame, Pfal. 119. 30. Thy Word 
hath *uickened we. Tis the lively diſ- 
penſation of the Oracles of Heaven 
muſt animate us, and make us lively in 
our Operation. li 
Ifyou would be violet for Heaven, 
get your hearts filled with love to Reli- 
i tie in 
the Travellers hand, (Pliny peaks of,) 
which makes him freſh and lixely ia his 
travel, and keeps him from being weas 
ty. When a man hath warmed himſelf 


=_ ——_— „ — * 


| 


male Storm. - 
at the fire, now heis fitteſt for work. 
If yon wopld be violent in working 
out ſalvation, warm your ſelves at this 
fire of love. A man will be violent 


for nothing but what be loves. wy 


are men ſo eager in their purſuit af- 
ter gold, but becauſe they love it. 


Love caufeth delight, and delight cauſeth 


violence. What made St. Paul labour 


more than all the other A ſtles? 'The 


toue of Chrift conſtrained bim, 2 Cor. 
5. 14. Love is like Oyl tothe wheels. 
Get love to Religion, and you will 
never be weary 3 you will count thoſe 
the beſt hours which are ſpent with 
God. He that dige in a filver Vein 
ſweats; yet love to the filver makes 
his labouc delightſu l. 


If you would be violent, be vigi- 


lant. The Prophet ſtood upon bis 


4+ 


Wajch-tower *, Hab, 2. 1. Why are Chri- Tu 
ſtians ſu liſtleſs in their work, but be- . 


cauſe they are ſo careleſs in their Erafm, 


watch... Did they but watch to ſee ©'s 


o 


how their enemy watcheth, they 
would de violent to reſiſt him: Did 
they bur watch to fee how their time 


runs, or rather flies, they would be 
| violent to redeem it: Did they but 


watch 


oe: Heavwn token by Storw. 
watch to ſee how their, hearts loiter 
in Religion, they would ſpur on faſter 
to Heaven. The reaſon, there is ſo 
little violence in Religion, is, becauſe 
there is ſo little vigilance. When Chri- 


ſtians neglect their ſpiritual watch, and ' 


grow ſecure, now their motion to 
Heaven is retarded, and Satan's mo- 
tions to ſio are renewed. Our [l eep- 


ag time, id Setan s ue 8 


If you: would be violent for the 


Kingdom, bind your heart to God by 
ſacred vows. A, ſetvant will be more 
diligeot after he is bound tq bis Ma- 
ſter. Vow to the Lord, that by bis 
grace you will act more vigazoully in 
the ſpbete of Religion, Iſelm 36. 12. 
Thy dem gre upon . = God. 13255 
binds the votaty tg duty. Hg lo Up- 
on himſelſ now as, under a, ſpecial ob- 
ligatips, and that quickens endeavour. 
No queſtion but a Chriſtian may. wake 
ſuch a yaw; becauſe the ground of it is 
morally good ; be vows ngthing but 


what he is bound to do, namely 4 


walk more cloſely, with Cod. Qaly-re- 
member, that we. vo not in our owa 
ſtreugth, but Chriſts. We my on 
fide in him as well for firength, as righ- 
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tebiſaeß, 
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| —— iſt. 46. 24. Imthe Lord E haut 
ig eval | 


ſhould be violeat in it, Eule 10. 42. 


. ce que rhantur, cuduca ſuut x, ĩ gi? Grotius. 
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e and ſtrength. | 

If you would be violent for. Hea- 
ven, be ſure you make going to Hea- 
ven your buſineſs. What a man looks 
on as a n, or thing by the by, 
he will never be violent for ; but that 
which he makes his buſineſs , be will 
be induſtrious about. A — looks 
his trade as the only thiag to get 

A kvelibood by , aad he bes it 
cloſe: So if we would but look up- 
on Religion as the main buſineſs where- 
in our - ſalvation is concerned, we 


* 


But om thing is needfull. This is the 

One Thing, to get Chriſt and Heaven . . n 4 
This is the ead we came into the world ( {ri 
for. f we could thus look upon the J | 
things of eternity as our buſigeſs , the - 
One" Thing, hom earneld\ ſhould we be 1 i= 
in tie putſuit of them | 228 
An- ru plete- 
£4 bie i in erſe ua cut Maria, cyus rufus in etertun maſirus 


A you would be violent, have Hea- 7. 
ven continually in your eye. This 
made Chriſt violent to the death; he 


Hadug eye to the joy ſet before him, 
1725 . 
* ＋ 5 
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Kingdom, accompany with 16 


* 


Heben | v G +» 8 tor "a * {4 
Heb, 12. 2. Set the Crown ever be- 


fore you, and that n tr en- 
deavour. 


— immenſ wm gloria calar baht —— 


The Mariner hath his band to the 
Sterb, and bis eye to the Star. While 
we are working, let us have au eye 
to that place where is Chriſt the 
bright. morning star. Ho wowilhogly 
doth à min wade through. a deep wa: 
ter, that ſers the dry Land before him, 
and is ſure to be crowned- as: ſoon as 
becomes at ſhore 5 Every: time you 
caſt yaur iche up to Heaven ithink), . 


above that ſtarry Henveg is the 

rin Heaven Lam ſtriving for.: Thus 
did Moſes the eye of hin faith quick- 
ned the:deet of his obedience , ich. 


14; 26. lie looked; te the recompence: f 


. . Reward. When Chriſtians luſe their 
proſpect of Heaven, then they — 


to ſlackeu their pace in the w 
ther. | 7; 


if you! would; ba 


violent. When we want fire Web 
to go to eur neighbours heat 


* : 
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e- ſeteh fire. Often be among the godly, 


' 4 companion of-all them that fear thee *%, N 


Smats never go ſo faſt to Heaven, as 


ſtian helps forward another. In other 


to Heaven. When the Spirit of the 


they moved, Ezck. 1.21. The wheels 
of our endeavour move space, when 
"the: Spirit of God is in theſe wheel, 


aud ſo you ſhall fetch ſome heat and 
quickning from them, Pſal. 119.6. Ian 


Good' fompany quickens. The holy 2 
diſcourſe and example of one Saint, blu. 
do:h whet and ſharpen another. The 


when they goin company. One Chri- 


Races that are run, many times one 
hinders another; but in this Race to 
Heaven', one- Chriſtian helps forward 
another; 1 Theſ. 3. 11. Edifie one ano- 
tber, een 4s alſo ye do. O let not this 
Article of our Creed be forgotten, The 
Communion of Saint. 

It you would be violent, never leave 9. 
til you havethe Spirit. Deſite of God 
to put forth! the ſweet violeuct of his 
Spirit ; the Spouſe begg'd a gale of 
the Spirit, Cant. 4. 16. Awake 0 North- 
wind, blow a South. When God'sSpi- 
rit blows upon us, now we go full ſail 


Iviogtreatures was in the wheels, then 


- Seeing 


I <td ; | * 
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Seeing there are ſo- many violent 
winds of temptation blowing us back - 


wad, we had need have the violent 
wind of God's Spirit blowing üs for- 
ward to Heaven. Let this ſuffice to 
have ſpoken of the means for this ho- 
ly violence. | 

But may ſome ſay ., we have uſed 
this violence for Heaven, What re- 
mains for us to do ? As the people 
aid to Chriſt, Luke 1. 13. What foal 
we do? 

You that have been violent for Hea- 
ven (aged Chriſtians ) let me beſeech 
you ſtill to keep alive this holy vio- 
lence. Not only keep up duty, but 
violence in duty. Remember „ yon 
have that corruption within you, which 
is ready to abate this bleſſed violence. 
The brighteſt coal hath thoſe aſhes 
growing on it,; as is apt to choak the 
fire. You have thoſe inbred cor rupti- 
ons, that like aſhes , are ready to choak 
the g of your zeal, How: was Ftter's 
grape cooled when He denied Chriſt | 
The Church of Epbeſ loſt her keen 
edge of Religion, Kev. 2. 4. Take 
heed of declining in your affections. 
Be not like a body in an atrophy: : 1 

. mo 


1 . „ x way aa, ng 139 


haſt not a bunch of Grapes in the 


woſt violent at laſt, A ſtone, the 
| "nearer it is to the center, the more 


violent it is in its motion. You have 
but a little time now to work for God, 
thereſore work the harder. Be like 
the Church of Tbystira, Her Ia works 


were more than her firſt *, 


that ſhines brighteſt be- nw. Grotius. 
fore its ſetting : As the 
Swan that ſings ſweeteſt before its 
death, Rom. 13. 11. Tour ſalvation # 
nearer than when you believed... If. your 
ſalvation be nearer ;/ your violence 
ſhould be greater. How ſhould you 
quicken your pace, when you are with- 
in fight: of the Kingdom ! lie is an 
happy man, of whom it may beſaid, 
ſpiritually, a3 of Moſes literally before 
his death, Dent. 34. 7. His eyer waxed 
nos dim, and bis nataral force was not 
abated: S0 a Chriſtian's force and 
violence for Heaven is not abated : 
He keeps the beſt wine of bis life. till 
the laſt, 

Here is ſtrong conſolation to the 
violent Chriſtians thou art in the way 
tothe Kingdom. Though perhaps thou 


way, 


* Egregia laus nou modd 
Rev. 2. 19. Be 25 the Sun A N ſed indies four wee 
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way, (I mean that joy which ſome Þ 
meet with) yet it is happy that thou 
art in the way. Neſs God that while 
ſome lye in the totHl neglect of duty, 
God hath given thee an heart to ſeek | 
him, Pſal. 105. 3. Let the hearts of them | 
rejoyce that ſeek the Lord. Nay , 
God hath not only given thee an heart 
to do duty, but to do duty mixed 
with love, which makes it ſavoury 
meat; and do duty ſtamped with fer- 
vency,'which makes it paſs currant with 
God. O bleſs God who hath raiſed - 
thee off the bed of loth, and ſtirred 
up the zeal of thy ſoul for Heaven. 
He who hath made thee vialent, will 
make thee vidoriow. Wait awhile, 
and thou ſhalt be poſſeſſed of a King- 
dom. When Moſes went up to re- 
ceive God's Commands, (he ſtaid (ix 
daies on the Mount, and on the ſeventh 
day, God called to him, Exod. 24. 16. 
7 Though we wait long, and have not 
5 the thing waited ſor, yet let us con- 
* tiaue d61og. our duty; ſhortly, God 
Vill call us from Heaven, Com n bi- 

ther, and we ſhall go from the Mo 

of Faith, to the Mount of Vitor 4 and 
behold thoſe glorious things: whigh | 
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doe bath ſe. 5 , ow cui enter into 

mn heart to conceive 
But, way a chi FEA God ay, 1 _ 01770. 

I am none of th 

| 115 take Heaven: I find ſuch adeadoefs 
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= violent ones that 


heert in duty, that I queſtion whether 


Iſhell ever arrive at the Ki ngdom. | | 
| This deadneſs of the — * Pew Reſß. 
from natural cauſes. WeakneG of _ 
mind. 


may occaſion indiſpoſition of 
Thy prayer may be weak, becauſe thy 
body is weak. A Lute thatis cracked 
cannot ſend forth ſo ſweet a ſound as if 
it were whole: 

2: This indiſpoſition of ſoul perhaps 
is only caſual; and fora time à it may 


be in a deep fit of melancholy, or in 


deſertion. When the Sun is gone from 
our climate, the earth is as it were in 
deſertion, aud the trees are without 
bloſſom or fruit ; but this is only for 


a time: Let but the Sun return again 


in Spriog, and now the herbs flouriſh, 
and the trees put forth their fruic: 


So when God hides his face, there is a 


- þ deadneſs upon a Chriſtian's heart; he 


if be prayed not: But let the 


Sun of Rightevtiſneſs return, vo he 
© Gavincly animated, and is as vigorous 
| 0 


and 


and lively in his o eration as ever, he © FP 
now recovers his #8 love.” Therefore Þ 


thou weak Chriſtian, be not diſcou- | 
raged, ſo long as thou doſt not allow 
thy ſelfin thy diſtemper ; a dead heart 
is thy burden, look up to Chrilt thy. 4 
+ High- Prieſt, who is merciful to bear 
with thy iofirmities, and is mighty to 
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Drawing wear to Gov. 


ee PAL 28. 
But it is good far me to-draw near to God. 


His pſalmm is uo leſs ele · 
ant than ſacred : It 


15 calculated for s i 


2 2 Meridian of God's: 
| Church in all times 
| but eſpecially it is fit 
| for the godly to me- 
ditate yon in times of calamity. 11 . 
a man divigely inſpired, a Prophets, * 

. as alſo one of r of * 

2 


* * 


PP 296 _ The "Happineſs of 
| It is called 4 Pſalm of Aſaph , either be- 
cue he compoſed it, or © becauſe it 
<p er was committed to him to ſing . This 
; 22 holy man here ſeems to have a dia- 
, cartardss. logue with himſelf concerning provi- 
Yaublu. qence . He was ready to call God's 
providences to the bax of reaſon ,;. and 
enquite the equity of them, How doth + 
it ſeem juſt, that they who are evil | 
' ſhould enjoy ſo much good; and they 
„ Inpi eb ictate forme 41 who are good ſhould en- | 
iaſanian nſque fibi pla ent, & dure ſo much evil*? While 
miſeriis plerummue ſubjac-nt pu, Aſaph was debating the 
* cafe with himſelf, at laſt || 
bis faith got above his ſenſe ; he con- 
ſidered that the wicked were ſet in lo- 
cis lubricit, in ſlippery places. And like 
ſuch as go upon lce, their feet would 
ſoon llide ; or like fuch as walk on 
Mines of Powder, they would ſoon be 
5 blownup, Yerſe 18. Thisdid both re- 
WK ; folve. his doubt, and compole his 
TX ſpirit. _ 
The proæmium or entrance into the * | 
- Pſal, is not to be forgotten; TralyGod 
. 35 good to Iſrael ; ſo the Hebrew tæudors 
TOUR je; certainly* : Without diſpute this 
Ix - is a golden maxim muſt be hel . 
In the Septuagint it is vox admνi 
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draw ing near to God. | 197, Ks 

it is ſet out by way of admiration, 0 - 2 

it' | \ bow good i God to Iſrael * } What Au- 44 
gel in Heaven; can expteſs ! The vul- 5 

gor reads it, vernntemen', yet, God is 

I good; as if the Fſalmiſt had" (aid; 

1 though the Candle of proſperity ſhines 

d | onthe wicked, they have not only what 

h their heart can w iſh, but more tban heart 

eas wiſh, Yerſe y. And though the god- 

/ | ly are forely ffiicted, mingling their 

4 drink with weeping 3 yet for all this, 
God is good to Iſrael. Here is the Fountain, 

te Stream, the Ciftern the Fountain, 

t cod; the Stream, Gootneſi; the Ciſters 

n into which it runs, /racl.-fndeed God is 

' good to all, Pſal. 145, 9. The ſweet dew | 

* + falls upon the Thiſtle "as well 3s 4 ; 

| Roſe. But though Gd be good to 

| |. yetnot ai good to all. He is good to 

Iſrael in a ſpecial manner. The wicked. 
have ſparing mercy, but the godly ha 
fſaving mercy.” And if God be good 
people, then it is good for his peo 

draw neartohim. So it is in the 


wplies a ſtraagenest. 4 
2 ä 


a, 4nd v 4 


©, + The Happinef of 
and diftance. In our lapſed eſtate we 
loſt two things, the image of God, 
and communion with God, Pſal 58. 3. 
The wicked are eſtranged from the wongb. 
Every ſtep a ſinner takes, is a going 
further from God. The Prodigal go- 
* ing into a far Country, Luke 15. 14. 
* vas an emblem of the finner's going 
afaroff from God. How far are they 
diſtant from God , who. bave been tra- 
7 velling forty or fifty years from their 
„, Father's houſe ! and which is worſe, 
N ſinner's are not only far from God, 
but they do not deſire to be near him, 
Jer. 4. 10. They bave loved to wander; 
Sin doth not care to be near holineſs, 
The wicked get as far as they can from 
God: Like Cain, who went ont from the 
preſence of the Lord, Gen. 4.16. Thar 
is the Church of Cod, where were the 
| IO ſigus of God's preſence : he 


ranged himſelf from God as much 
could: he fell to building, there- 
thinking to drown the noiſe of his 
boſcience , as the Halians of old were 
wont to drown the noiſe of Thunder 
by ringing their Bells. Sinners think 
God's company may be beſt ſpared, 
Jaiah 30. 11. Ca the Hel che” of 
7 | Ifracl 


/ 


Iſrael to ceaſe from before uu 
ſhut God out of our compaoy 3-lethim 


be no more named among us. A bad 
eye loves not to be near the Suu. 


Let us be deeply humbled for our ut. 


fallin Adam, which hath ſet us at ſuch 
a diſtance from the bleſſed God. Hea- 
ven and Earth are not fo far aſunder 
as God and the ſinner. The further 
we are from God , the nearer we 
are to Hell. The further a mam fails 
from the Eaſt , the nearer he is to the 
Weſt. . Let us think of returnioe to 
God by Repentance. Say as the Chupdh, 
Hoſ.2.7. I will go and returnto Pf 
Hwrband , for then was it better with me 
than now. : L424 
2. Let us conſider the text in The; 
It is good for me to draw near 1e God. 
The text falls into theſe parts. *' 
1. The Perſop, me. | 
2. The Act, draw near. 
3. The Object, God. TT os. 


good. 
The Propoſition is this, 


That #t is a great dnty incumbent nyon 


CEriſtians to draw near to God," 
O * * Heb. | F # 4 


ab 


4. The excellency of the Ad, e 
2 


| _— 
„ Let us 


| 
2.2 


1 
N 


| Heb. 10 22, Lit „ draw ster with 6 
true heart. For the illuſtration of the 
Propoſition, "pi things ate tobe eu- 
quired into. 1 

1. How we are capable of drawing E 
near to God. Y 

2. Where we e draw near to God. Ef 

3+ The manner of our drawing near 
to 

mM YR Why wemuſt draw bear to Gad. 
3 n How we are capable of drawing 

©. God. By nature we ſtand in 

tion to God, Col, 1..2.1.,dlienated 
eater. How then can we approach 

J 1 vigh to God ? Anw. It is 

* E ble Js 4 through a Mediatour. *. 

| : Out of Chriſt God 7s 4 

| conſuming fire, Heb,12.29. 

But Jig Chriſt is the icreen between 

= and divine Juſtice. Chriſt as our 

+ High Prieſt aſſumes our fleſh, Chriſt's 

"Sas is called a vi, Heb. 10. 20. As | 

-""Adſerwhen his face hone ſq exceeding {| 

ht, put a vail upon it, and then | 

Mel might approach near to m , ind 
look upon him: So Chrilt having vail- 

#d himſelf with our bumane-nat ure we 

8 draw. ugh to God aud behold  « 


And. 
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1. nies SPY; @od. . | 
And as Chriſt makes way for us in- 
to the Holy of ' Holies by big Incar- 
ation; lo by bis cyber he died > > 
| to make God and us friends. The © 
Divide Law befng idfrivged ; Ood's 
$ Juſtice was provoked, an fatisfaQion 
| demanded, 1 we could no 
to God in an amicable 
here Chriſt as our Prieſt ſhe 2 blood 
for our fins, and fo made the attone- 
mert, Col. 1. 20. Having made peace 
through the blood of his © 
Crof *. As Joſeph being * Pom opts fire can oy 
ſo great at c. made cb n 2 
way for all his Brethren 
to draw near idto the King's preſence, 
$ Gem. 47. 2. So Jeſus Chriſt is our J. 
rs thit doth make way for"vs by 
his blood, that we may now 
Ant Gods preſence. Through Chriſt 
Godis pleaſed with us; he hotds forth 
| the golden Scepter, that we may dtaw. 
near, aud touch the top of the Stepter. 
„ 2. Where we draw near to God. 
J. | 408. In the uſe oſhis Ordinances: iu 
150 Word we draw near to his Ho 7 1 
Oraclt in the Sacrament we draw ur 


12 % 5 


. 
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* le. In the one we bear bis 
pace 3 ia the other we have his kiſs. 
h Beſides 
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. Beſides, we 0 io * ſpecial manner 
| fon. to God in 1 Prayer 
18 15 converſe and in- 
4 Sol 1 nates od. Prayer whiſpers 
. u in God's ears, P/al, 18, . My prayer | 
d - Came before him „eres into bir ears. 
aire. In, prayer we draw, fo near to God, 
that we ale hol: of bim, Iſa, 64. 6. | 
God draws nigh to us by his Spirit, 
L and we draw nigh to him in prayer. 
3. 3. The wodw; or. manner of our 
, © _ drawing near to, God. God's ſpecial 
reſidence is in Heaven, aud we draw 
©" © .near to God not by the feet of our bo- 
n f- dies, but our ſouls *, The aſſections 
+ E ate dhe feel L by theſe we 
& move towards David drew nigh | 
* to God in his 9 ale 53. 25. 
Y | nome in il I deſire, beſides 
bs ye ins He did ſhoot. his heart into Hea- 
nn 1 ven by pious £jaculations. Spirits | 
e intercourſe at a diftavce. [ 
a. 4, Why we muſt draw near to God. 
INE _- Becauſe he is our Maker“, in hin 
- "Plalm ave lige, Hechath given us our Nb | 
92+ they are his curiops needle wor H el. 
139. 15. And as he hath wrou 
Cabinet; fo he hath put the Jews 
thay precoun ſoul z and ſurely 


* 


— 1 — 


dr awing near to k. 
bad our being from bim > we cannot 
breathe without bim: there is good 
reaſon we ſhould draw near to him in 
a way of homage and obſervance. 
God is our Benefator 3 he crowns 2. 
us with variety of ble z he gives, 
| health and eſtate ; every hit of bread 
we eat is reached to us by the hand 
of Divine Bounty. Is there notgreat 
- reaſon we ſhould draw near to him 
| that feeds us? Give a beaſt provender, 
| and he will follow you all the, field 


over. Not to draw near to him who 
| | is our Benefator , is worle than 
ET brutiſh. | 


God is the ſummum bonum, the chief 23. 
good. There's enough in God to ſutiſ- | 
he the immevſe defire of the Angels. He 
is ownimode dulcis , the quintellence'of 
ſweetneſs 3 in him all perfeQions'are 
concentred, wiſdom, holineſs, good 
neſs : he hath rivers of pleaſurt; here 
the ſoul ſhall bathe its ſelf ſor ever 
with iofigite delight, I/. 36. $0 that 
4 here is ground ſufficient for our draw- 4 
ing near to God]; he is the chief godd*, * Porn is” 
* | Every thing deſires to approach to its 

happineſs. | 0 

1. See the right gesis and * 6 ., 
vs pf © © " 
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=Y x gracious ſoul ;:is in ever drawing 
fear to God ; it loves to converſe 


regenerate is not able to, ſtay away long 
from God; Hſal. F< 8. My ſoul follomoth 
bard: after; ' God. pious ſoul eamnot 
but draw ndr to God. | 
1. Out of the intite love which he 
bears to God. Tis the nature ef love 
to draw the heart to the object loved. 
He that loves his friend will often 
give bim a vifit: He that loves God 
will viũt him. The heart aſcends to God 
in a fiery Chariot of love. 
2. A gracious ſoul cannot but draw 
. near to God, becauſe of the intimate 
relation between God and bim. God 
is n Father, %. 64. 8. Doubtlefs thou 
art our Father. Doth not the child de- 
| ligt to draw near to his Father No 
; Harze Father like to Gud ſor love? : his chil- 
2 dren ſhall never want : he hath Land 
enough to give to all his heirs. He loves 
his children ſo int irely, that he willue- 
* . ver diſ-inheritthem*, How then can Be- 
lievers keep away from their Father? 
. 
W's 


ce, 
＋ ſoul cat not chuſe but 
a draw 


. 3. . 


with him in private. A per ſon truly 


pot how to be long out᷑ bf 2 


» vo Y as 


"draw near to God;becouſebehatb found 


God, a Chriſtian's heart hattbeoh warm» 
his ſacriſice from Heaven. in his 


1 bs ſure Cod hall not De aloler. : He 


£5.07 


o wer l0God. - * 


* 


ſo much ſweetneſs and content in it. 
While he hatkdrawa dear to God , be 
hath draw virtue from him. Never did 
Jonathan taſte fo much ſweetneſs when 
be dipp'd his Rod in the hon - o, 
1 Saw; 14.27. as the ſoul ad in com- 
mudion with Gad. In drai near 


ed and melted ʒ the Lord hath kindled 


proaches to God, he hath had the illa 
of the Spirit, the incomes of Gods love, 
the præſibations of glory: God hath 
gi ven him a bunch of Grapes by the way 3 0 
he hath faſted that the Lord is good *; no F 4 
wonder then he ĩs ſo frequent in bis ap- * 
proaches to the divine Majeſty; ; be hath 4 
found the comfort of drawing near 10 N 
God. N 

2. It repro ves them, who inſtead of as 1 
4 near to God, draw near ta the nr 
world. The world ingroſſeth all their 
time and thoughts, Phil. 3. 19:i#bo mind 
earthly things, A good Chriſtian uſeth 
the world tor his neceſſity, but his maĩh 
work is to draw near to God. Whoever 
he compounds with, and paies ſhort; he 


r gives 


04". 
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Ao re facdiGioeabe follows e 
14. 14. But covetous perſons 
male che world their treaſure, and what 
is their treaſure, tbat doth moſt com- 
mand their hearts. Worldlings live by 
ſenſe ; and ta talk to them of drawing 
to God, is to ſpeak.riddles and pa- 
öthem. They can no more live 
outoftheeerth , than the fiſh out of the 
mater. They have the Serpent :s curſe up- 
as them ts lick the det. Things of a 
worldly aſpect draw away the heart! 
from God: They are retinacula ſei ( as | 
Tertubian ith) they hinder our paſſage | 
to che boly Land. Had not the fall beat . 
| off mens head-piece of wiſdom, they 
| would think thus with themſelves, If 
there be any beauty in the world, what 
i where in God that made it? ? he gives 
Aer cht, id 
4 7 the flower its colour and odour;he gives 
. diamond its luſtre 3 he gives food its 
icious taſte ; and if there be ſuch 
' — in creatures, what is there in 
God he is infinitely better than all. Shall 
theſe poor. things draw off our hearts 
rom God? fhall the dropdraw usſtgm. 
the fountair2ſ3ll the light of the 
'draw us fromthe Sun? ſhall we 
de giſt, and forget the giver? — 
inks 
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ſpeaksofa generation of men, wv is 
"in their beart, Eccl. 9. 3. Sure they wh 
draw near the world , and leave God, 
madueffit in their leart. O how empty and 
8 are all other things without 
God f they are in their matter earthly, 
in their procuriog painful, in audhleg 
iti on ſurfeiting, in their duration dying 
in their operation dawning. 455 
2. It reproves them who draw nigh to N 
God, but it is bypocritically ; they draw "| 
| nigh with their ih, but nor with theiy 
hearts Ha. 29. 13. The Jews (ſaith ont uſe 2 
great ſhews of adoration, and ig their 
$ Synagogues burn Lamps to the honour 
$ of God* , but no inward deyotiogcan , F 
de perceſved. What is powp without p- 
ty ? Sinners give God the worſhip of 
their bodies, but keep their bearts far” 
ſomething elle they love better. The 
heart is a Virgin God himſelelf is Suitor 
to, Pro.23. 26. An. gon give me thy beat. , 
To draw near to God with the body, but 54, tem, + 
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not the heart, is to abuſe God. Tis as if 
one ſhould come into au Apothecaries 9 
FT ſhopand aſk for cordial water, aud ge 
F * ſhould give him an empty glaf.To draw ' © 

gd to God without an heart, is to play 
" (8: ;adevotion, and to go to Hell covered 
8 with Religion's mantle. 3. le 
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hs j\li-feproves them. bein a ſtead of F 
| e ra to Op God, draw back from 
Cod: theſe are adoes a they 1 
ſeemed to put ec ig 5 blaſſoms, and 
gave good bope of their, e 
Eidos Spring is change Aae 
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fear of perſęcution, ot hope of 
ment Jager 3; chem aw v rom 


gion. -Sug ww 
3 J eecus, Petras 92 5 e 
| ** 8. 3. Jrael bath caft of La he 1 5 at is 
2 At Aanbarongb the Papiſts give ter 
flarens,a.year to ſuch revolt m the 
Poe God, bc Faith. Men draw b er | 
ecauſe they never had be Spirit 
od to confirmthem. . 4 
the 9 5 indwelling, neyet take their 
8 final leave of God. The Spirit in the 
hy «Cor. . . called, an earneſt , gat a; pawn. 
; awn may be called for . 
taken away, but a Lad. 
18 part the pays ebin Aeg page 
os is it to draw Bet from Godl. 
name ds js had in Sede 
8 day. Fare ud Proteſtant. 
mie his child Judas... And how! | 
* naler end lhe who had go bg 2 
B iunde at Chriſt, his bowels g 
>, jt { He good to draw near to 9 600 
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muſt a evil to dra back from 
bim, P 


237. 27. Thou haſt deflirozed all 


| them that go a whoring fom thee; 1 
3. It exhòrts us all to draw near to Uſe 3. Exs 3 


God. Tis more ingenious to draw near 0. 
+ ro God rolunterily , than tobe drawn 
near to him by affliction. -Gad is the ter- 
wits ad quem ʒ whither ſhould the ſoul 

but to God ? where can the Bee reſt 
E in its hive? To dra v near to God is 

as well a priviledge 28a duty. There are 
but two Motives I ſhalbuſe to perſwade 
to this drawing near to God. 

\ 4. 2. The firſt is inthe text;to draw near 1. Motirg | 
to God is a good thing. T2 good for we. 5 
That it isgood, appears ſeveral we, 23 
| - Todraw near to God, is our wiſdom, f. 
| Theprice of Wiſdom i. ebove Rubies ,. Job. 
28.18.No Jewel we weardoth ſo adorn. 
us as wiſdom; and wherein is our wit 
dom ſeen more than in our appropinqus- 
tion to God? * Tis judged wiſdom to 
keep in with great men, Prov. 19.6. Many 

if intreat \y favour of the Prince. A. 

Prince's loveis mitable.How often doth 

| the ſun-ſhine/of his royal favour ſet in a 

cloud. But it is-wiſdom to draw near to 

God, he is the sat 1 and the 
fore enemy. n 
5 3 
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duſt apy fp _ 1 Surely' 
Apoſtle it an 
ing, 1 Job.1,3,0ur jelowſbipt: {wh an hol out: 
rbev, and with bir Sox Jeſwe As if he had 
— we do not walk with the Pedam · 
ricks of the worldʒwe are ofthe blood- 
royal of Heaven 3 we live eve other 
meu”. Ow: felowſbiy' i with the Fauler. 
That the Kingof Kiogs will held forth a 
Galas Sceptertous, invite and welcome 
wimto his preſence; and bid us draw 
near;this i no ſmall favour, 1 g. 2. 4. 
ane that was ard int debt. 
ha wear 1% David; 1d be blew ac 
dann oe bew. 80 that we whore di- 


_ and in deb 7475 gear £0 
and: . owe 

——— is thus et Us 

der God doth not kick ys bf bow | 
ſence, bur that we- cndminted þ, ? 
to ge rhe King's face x au chat He HDM 
ſend us daiaties —— abt; 4 
nan hogour fitter forfingels ct * wer. | 1 


+ © aw ncarto God is . e 


in — pc to draw — Fart 
2 292 Hob. 3•4. He bed borns coming 
out off his 4 


" of ibas, power. | The: horns: coming out of "fa, 
GY hands, are to pulbhis-enctes 3 5 
and the Giding of hit power , is to ſafe 4 «didn 

uard hg people, Godis an impregnable Cie. 

f ang hal, Jadeed there is no ſafety, 
but in drawing nigh to God · Iſthe (lieep 
b from the fold, it is in danger 
of the Wolſ; if we ſtraggle and wander 
from God, we are in danger of Satan. 

Io draw near to God is our peage- | 4. 
The only thing which breaks ourpeace, 

is, when we do not keep, cloſe to God: 
but what harmooy,yea Heaven is in the 

| foul when it draws nigh to God! Hel. 
119.465. Greai peace have they that love 

thy Law... This peace like Pearl in broth 
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